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MIDWEST
Group 356 St. Louis Region 
Ted Melsheimer, Sr.,  10517 E. Watson Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63127   314-966-2131

Midwest 356 Club  midwest356.org
Hank Weil
1831 Farm Road Lake Forest, IL 60045
847-234-4965  H   847-867-2017  Cell
president@midwest356.org   

Wisconsin 356 Club
Tom Spiegel tspiegelt5@aol.com
10110 W. Bunny Ct.
Hales Corners, WI 53130  414-425-5584

Fahr North
Phil Saari, 649 Arbogast Street, 
Shoreview, MN 55126
651-484-0303, ps356er@yahoo.com

356 Motor Cities Gruppe  356mcg.com
Barbara Skirmants,  3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI 48461  810-688-2059

Drei Staaten Gruppe 
Carl Iseman     dreistaatengruppe.com
3530 Holly Ave, Cincinnati, OH  45208
513-702-0624 cell    iseman@fuse.net

Ohio Tub Fanatics
Richard King / President
PO Box 3305, Lexington, OH 44904
330-678-6259  ohiotubfan@neo.rr.com

SOUTHWEST
Arizona Outlaws 356 Club   
Mike Wroughton        
19870 N. 86th Ave., Peoria, AZ 85382
623-362-8356  mwroughton@aol.com 

Tub Club 
Leo Hudson, 223 Herriott Lane, Argyle, TX 76226
940-464-2424, lahudson959@msn.com

Lone Star 356 Club
Mark Roth, 4915 S. Main, Suite 114
Stafford, TX 77477 (Houston)   
281-277-9595  mroth356@earthlink.net

Zia 356
Joyce Y. Hooper,  4700 Westridge Pl. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
JYHRetired
@webtv.net

Local / Regional 356 Clubs
These groups offer activities, information and fellowship for 356 enthusiasts from a particular geo-

graphical area. Each group operates independently and is not sponsored by the 356 Registry

CLUBS OUTSIDE USA
Porsche 356 Club Deutschland e.V.
Ludwig Funk-Fritsch, President
Windhäusern 5, 88239 Wangen im Allgäu
+49 7522 97673, Fax: +49 7522 976732
mail@Por356sche.de
www.Porsche-356-Club-Deutschland.de

Australian Porsche 356 Register
P.O. Box 7356, St. Kilda Rd.
Melbourne, Victoria 3004, Australia
www.356.com.au

356 Down Under
7 Cudby St,Woburn, Lower Hutt, 5011, New Zealand
nz356downunder@xtra.co.nz
www.356downunder.co.nz  

Maple Leaf 356 Club of Canada   
Peter Aziz, 738 Huron St.
Toronto, Ont. M4V- 2W3 CANADA
416-961-6573   AzizDes@aol.com

Registro Italiano Porsche 356 
Alberto Testo, Pres.,  Via A. da Brescia, 3 
21013 Gallarate (VA) Italy
Tel.e Fax 0331 795355
www.registroitalianoporsche356.it

Porsche 356 Klubb, Sverge
Fredrik Brynte, Malmslattsgatan, 4 S-59031 
Bornesberg, Sweden
porsche.356.kl@telia.com

Porsche 356 Club, Schweiz
Postfach 286, 3000 Bern 13 
Tel. +41 31 7479911 
Fax +41 31 7479508
www.porsche-356-club.ch 

356 Stammtisch in South Germany
kontakt@356-stammtisch-mannheim.de

Porsche 356 Klubb Norge
Postboks 20 NO-3521 JEVNAKER
E-mail: torf@mamut.com

Porsche 356 Club Nederland
Ton Vos, Chairman
Henk Schotanus, Editor, Member registration
Postbus 356
2660 AB Bergschenhoek, Netherlands
Mark Hetsen info@porsche356club.nl

Porsche Club Classic Belgium
info@porsche-classic-club.be

Porsche 356 Club Danmark
Vestergade 83
DK-8000 Århus C
ved Freddie Eriksen
mogens.lumbye@porsche356.dk

Club Porsche 356 España
acasas@porsche-club356spain.com

Porsche 356 Register of South Africa
peterd@carreramotors.co.za

356 Porsche Club de France
356porscheclubdefrance@wanadoo.fr

Porsche Classic Club Austria
office@porsche-classic-club.at

Porsche 356 Club of Japan
356club@neko.co.jp

Porsche Classic Club Luxembourg
paul.decker@education.lu

Porsche Club Mexico A.C.
porscheclubmx@yahoo.com
www.porsche-club-mexico.com.mx

WEST
356 Club   Porsche356club.org
Gary Dunavan, 4865 Via del Corral
Yorba Linda, CA. 92887   
dunavang@prodigy.net  714-777-8052

356 CAR Club   356car.org
Jenny Derich
9201 Golden Gate Ave, Orangevale, CA 95662 
(916) 989-1611   Club356@aol.com

Central Coast   www.cc356c.com
Dick Douglass, 9469 Santa Lucia Rd., 
Atascadero, CA 93442  805-452-6979

356 Group Northwest  356groupnw.org
Jack Keyes, 20430 95th Ave. So., Kent WA 98031
253-740-3082   jkeyes@comcast.net

Sierra 356 Club
Barry Fleischer 25 DeAnza Drive,
Reno, NV  89511 775-853-0826

Rocky Mountain 356 Club  
Al Gordon, 12773 Grizzly 
Littleton, CO 80127, 303-979-1072

Mountainland 356 Club  
Edward Radford, 1568 Connecticut Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84103   
801-521-7330

Hawaii 356 Owners Group  
Rick Woltz, 719 N. Kainalu Drive
Kailua, HI 96734, ph. 808-262-5417
rdwpoorboy@hawaii.rr.com

SOUTH
Southern Owners Group www.356sog.com
Steve Cripps, 404-932-4299
8700 Mt. Rushmore Drive Alpharetta, GA 3002
minimn@mindspring.com

Tennessee Tubs
Nate J. Greene  1018 Chancery Lane
Nashville, TN 37215
natejgreene@comcast.net

Florida Owners Group 356fog.com
John Reker, 1660 Joeline Court, 

Winter Park, FL 32789, 407-629-0248  
JReker@cfl.rr.com

EAST
Potomac 356 Owner’s Group (DC area) 
Sandy Kemper, 517 Dartmouth Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
ph: 301-585-0897 kempgav@verizon.net

356 Mid Atlantic  www.356midatlantic.org
Dan Haden, 715 St. Andrews Road
Philadelphia, PA 19118

356BURGH  www.356burgh.com
Lenny Santora, 1345 Falla Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102, ph 412-835-6594
lennyg356@santora.us

356 Southern Connecticut Register, Ltd. 
Ed Hyman, Box 35, Riverside, CT 06878
www.gullwingsearch.com/display.cfm?CategoryID=165
edwardh@gullwingsearch.com

Typ 356 Northeast 
Bill Collins, 10 Hardwood Road, 
Windham, NH 00387, 603-425-6129,
bcollins@typ356ne.org
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Trustees
Bob Campbell Event Insurance
(Bob.Campbell@356registry.com)
20964 Canterwood Dr., Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
661-251-3500 (W)

George Dunn
(George.Dunn@356registry.com)
120 Lakeside Trail, Fayetteville, GA 30214
770-236-5253 (W)

Bob Garretson
(Bob.Garretson@356Registry.com)
18300 Jacobs Rd., Sonora, CA 95370
209-533-3566 (H)

Chuck House
(Chuck.House@356registry.com)
79140 Bermuda Dunes Dr.
Bermuda Dunes ca 92203
714-418-0779 (H)

Joe Johnson
(Joe.Johnson@356registry.com)
3802 Briarwood Ave., High Point, NC 27265
336-886-5287 (H)

Vic Skirmants
(Vic.Skirmants@356registry.com)
3359 Kings Mill Rd, North Branch, MI 48461
810-688-2059 (W)

Al Zim
(Al.Zim@356registry.com)
1804 Reliance Pkwy, Bedford, TX 76021
800-356-2964 (W)

Joe Johnson, Webmeister
(Joe.Johnson@356Registry.com)

Barry Brisco, Website Technical Editor
(Barry.Brisco@356Registry.com)

Eric Cherneff, VIN Database Manager
(Eric.Cherneff@356Registry.com)

Rick Dill, Email List Monitor 
(Rick.Dill@356registry.com) John Jenkins, Travel Assistance Network

jenkins356@sbcglobal.net
3122 Kingsley St., San Diego, CA 92106
619-224-3566

Dr. Brett Johnson, Porsche Factory Liaison
(356drb@indy.net)
7510 Allisonville Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-7677, fax 317-849-2001

Other Club Services

Magazine Editorial Staff

Visit your          web site at 
www.356Registry.com

NEW

The Fast Road to Knowledge

Magazine circulation questions? 
Delivery problems? email

magazine@356registry.com

356Talk has a new home!
After many years of faithful service, the original

356Talk email list has been retired and replaced with
an all new web-based "Forum"!  You can now partic-
ipate  in the continuing online discussion on all things
356 with the added benefits of being able to post pho-
tos, see the discussions organized by topic (no more
confusion about who said what!), easily post cars and
parts for sale and show photos in the "356 Classi-
fieds", quickly scan the special "356 Events" for up-
coming events or view photos of past events,
exchange private messages with other forum users,
search for information in old posts, and much more,
all within your web browser from any computer with
an Internet connection!

So no matter where you go, 356Talk is there.
No more lost emails or "Is the list working" ques-
tions: 356Talk is always ON. And if you want to be
part of the discussion only through email, you can
"subscribe" to the 356Talk Forum via email, read all
the Forum posts in your email and reply, in very much
the same way as you always have!

Brought to you by the hard working volunteers
at the 356 Registry.

Membership

Membership Office
PO Box 356, Stillwater, MN 55082 USA
Membership hotline: 651-342-1524
membership@356Registry.com

Membership Questions?
Note the NEW contact information
for all your member requests:

Chuck House ................................President
(Chuck.House@356registry.com)
79140 Bermuda Dunes Dr.
Bermuda Dunes ca 92203
949-567-4521 (W)
949-567-4510 (W) fax

George Dunn ..........................Vice President
(George.Dunn@356registry.com)
120 Lakeside Trail, Fayetteville, GA 30214
770-236-5253 (W)

Fred Nielsen ..................................Treasurer
(Fred.Nielsen@356registry.com)
2690 NW Nightfall Circle
Bend, OR 97701

Karen Campbell ............................Secretary
(Karen.Campbell@356registry.com)

Gordon Maltby ....................................Editor
(Gordon.Maltby@356registry.com)

Mary Skamser ..............................Go-to-Gal
magazine@356registry.com
P.O. Box 356, Stillwater, MN 55082-0356
1826 Tower Drive, Stillwater, MN 55082
651-439-0204, fax 651-439-7620

Dr. Bill Block ..........................Book Reviews
(blocklab@aol.com) 248-535-1449
7295 Coldspring, West Bloomfield, MI 48322

Phil Carney ......................Building the Brand
(phil.carney@comcast.net)  303-697-1450
16405 Sandstone Dr.
Morrison, CO 80465

Sebastian Gaeta ..........................Net Worth
(spg356@sbcglobal.net) 734-662-4288
4070 Brookview Ct., AnnArbor, MI 48108

Dr. Brett Johnson ...................... Restoration
(356drb@indy.net)  317-841-7677
7510 Allisonville Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46250

Jim Johnston ............................Daily Driver
(jjohnston356@charter.net) 334-745-2429
187 Lee Rd 820, Opelika, AL 36804

Prescott Kelly ......................356 Collectibles
(KellyCT@optonline.net) 203-227-7770
16 Silver Ridge, Weston, CT 06883

Jim Perrin ....................................Years Ago 
(carreragts@aol.com) 614-882-9046
Box 1828, Westerville, OH 43086

Jim Schrager .......................... Marketwatch
(james.schrager@gsb.uchicago.edu)
54722 Little Flower Trail
Mishawaka, IN 46545
574-258-4500

Vic Skirmants ................................Technical 
(Vic@356Enterprises.com) 810-688-2059
3359 Kings Mill Rd, North Branch, MI 48461

Ted Zombek ........Contributing photographer 
(TZombek@aol.com) 

Please note that contact
email addresses are new!

We are now using
the “.com” suffix 
on all club emails.
See list at left.

356 Registry Goodie Store
Diane Morrill, M&M Enterprises
925 Walnut St., Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-375-3356  email: 356goodiestore@usa.net



From Margaret Warren, an obituary for 
well-known restorer Gary Kempton. 
Gary Kempton passed away unexpectedly from a cardiac event June 6,

2009 at his home in Navarre, Florida. He was 56. Born in Dayton, Ohio,
most of his young  adulthood was spent in Satellite Beach, Florida. He grad-
uated from high school there and moved to Tallahassee to attend Florida
State University in 1972 where he obtained a BA in Anthropology. 

Gary opened his first business, German Auto Service in Tallahassee
soon after his graduation from FSU in 1975. In 1977 he began shifting the
focus of his business to specialize in the restoration of vintage Porsches. In
1980 he moved the company to its present location in Crawfordville, FL.
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In the
MAIL

Porsches at Monterey 
An enthusiast’s guide to ten days of all cars, 
all the time at Monterey this August  

By Prescott Kelly  
Originally published in Porsche Panorama, June 2009.

With Porsche the featured marque at the Monterey Historics at La-
guna Seca in August, you might benefit from a roadmap to the numerous
events. “Historics week” has grown into ten days of all-cars, all-the- time.
While admittedly partial to PCA Monterey Bay Region’s excellent events,
here’s one long-term enthusiast’s overview of all that will happen from Au-
gust 8-17.     

For early birds, limited but inexpensive access to the historic race-
cars will be available at the Pre-Historics weekend, Saturday-Sunday, August
8-9, at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca. It will not include all the cars that will
be at the Historics and there is no paddock access unless you can get af-
filiated with a team, but the grandstands are open. There will be no ticket
pre-sale, so just show up. The only charge may be a county park admission
fee to enter the track grounds (not the paddock).

Tuesday, August 11, PCA’s Monterey Bay Region will help organize
“Heritage Avenue Exhibit” at the Carmel-by-the-Sea Concours on the Av-
enue, where Porsches and Ferraris will be featured. There will be 16
Porsche classes. Over fifty exceptional Porsches will be on display, includ-
ing many 356s. The event is free and open to the public.  

Tuesday-Wednesday, August 11-12, terrific automotive col-
lectibles and memorabilia will be found at PCAer Tony Singer’s Automobilia
Monterey held at the Embassy Suites in nearby Seaside. For more infor-
mation, see www.automobiliamonterey.com.  

Thursday, August 13, Monterey Bay Region will conduct a driving
tour that showcases Monterey County and the opening reception at the
Poppy Hills Golf Course in Pebble Beach. Tickets for this tour and all of
Monterey Bay Region’s events are available on the MBR section at www.mo-
torsportsreg.com, as are all schedules and updates. If you’re not already a
member, you’ll need to join motorsportsreg—easy to do.   

Friday, August 14, Concorso Italiano at Laguna Seca Golf Ranch in
Monterey. Concorso always headlines Ferrari and will have all the princi-
pal Italian marques, plus others as well. Tickets $100. www.concorso.com.  

PCAers are invited to Monterey Bay Region’s Welcome Party at the his-
toric Carmel Mission in the evening. Tickets available through MBR’s sec-
tion on www.motorpsortsreg.com. There will be special Porsche guests
attending and a big surprise at the mission that night so it is a “must do.”    

Friday-Saturday-Sunday, the Pebble Beach Retro Auto show for
Automobilia at the Lodge at the Pebble Beach Golf Links. See a brief write-
up at www.pebblebeachconcours.net/about-events-retroauto.

Saturday and Sunday, August 15-16, the granddaddy behind it all
is the Monterey Historic Automobile Races at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.
Friday will be practice day and an excellent day to visit if not for the terrific
car shows elsewhere. Monterey Bay Region will host a Porsche-only park-
ing corral, hospitality, and catered lunches on race days, Saturday and Sun-
day. On Sunday, there will be a Porsche-only parade lap of the track. Go to
MBR's section on www.motorsportsreg.com. You can learn more and buy
race spectator tickets at www.mazdaraceway.com or by calling 800/327-
SECA. Saturday- Sunday tickets will be $95, three-day $125, and there will
be deluxe options.

Sunday, August 16, the famous Concours d'Elegance at the Pebble
Beach Golf Links will have 175 cars arrayed on the 18th fairway. For 2009,
the Concours will feature Bugatti and Bentley, a century of Morgan and
Audi, and the designs of Zagato. For more information, see www.pebble-

Gary and his team of loyal employees grew GK Restorations to become
a world-class restoration facility, winning many awards in national auto-
mobile events. A long-standing PCA and 356 Registry member, his expert-
ise made him sought after as a judge for many club and concours events. 

Gary’s restoration work can be found in private collections around
the world including members of the Porsche family and in the Porsche Fac-
tory Museum. He was known for his fairness, honesty and generosity in his
business endeavors. He was an inspiration and very loved by his family and
close friends. He is survived by his mother, Pearl Kempton; his son, Wes
Kempton and his constant companion, Margaret Warren.

For years I've been collecting odd pic-
tures of 356 Porsches and pictures of 356
Porsches in odd situations. Some of these
have appeared on my website in a series
called "What's Wrong with this Picture?".
This new website combines those pictures
previously shown together with a bunch
more. These pictures were found in various
places on the internet and some may have
already appeared in this Forum. If you have
any interesting/funny pictures of 356
Porsches in odd situations, I'd be interested
in adding them to the website, with source
recognition, of course. 

Charlie White’s new web site attraction

The new website is at:http://derwhites356literature.com/WhatsWrongwtPicture.html
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July 17-19..................................................................Taos, New Mexico
Zia 356 RottHeiss Fall  Tour. Our fifth will be the best! Come see fiery sunrises and
sunsets at Angel Fire New Mexico, 27 miles from Taos. The tour will take you to the
Taos Pueblo, lunch at Sipau Resort. Let us show you "The Land of Enchantment"!
Call Joyce Hooper, (505) 296-8912, or  jyhretired@webtv.net.

July 18-19........................................................Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin
The Wisconsin 356 Club celebrates 60 years of Porsche and 50 years of Road Amer-
ica with “Beer Brats and Bathtubs” at Turn 5, starting at 11 am each day. Track
tour, T-shirts available, concours prizes awarded. To register, call Tom Spiegel at
414-425-5584 or Jim Stephenson at 920-759-7400. Kohler Int’l Challenge with
Brian Redman. For info visit www.roadamerica.com.

August 2 ................................................................Rochester, Michigan
The Meadowbrook Concours. “The Best of Detroit”, Morgan and British Sports
Cars, “Fins and Chrome: Convertibles of 1959.” www.mbhconcours..org for info.

MONTEREY WEEK
August 10-16 ........................................................Monterey, California
Please see Prescott Kelly’s overview below.

September 4-7  ..................................................Lakeville, Connecticut
2009 Lime Rock Vintage Festival, www.limerock.com for info.

September 10-13  ................................................West Baden, Indiana
2009 356 Registry East Coast Holiday. See information on page 10. Registration is
still open but time is running out!

Upcoming Events
September 11-13  ............................................Watkins Glen, New York
2009 Vintage Grand Prix, including the GP Festival in the village.

September 12-13  ................................................Westport Connecticut
Fairfield County Concours d'Elegance (www.fairfieldcountyconcours.com)Fairfield
County Hunt Club, Westport (203)227-8445. Saturday: Nutmeg Tour for Autism,
Car Club Celebration, Restoration Demos, Seminars. d'Elegance Reception and
Celebrity Dinner. Sunday: Concours 10am-4pm. Classes: Porsche, Alfa, Packard.

September 18-20  ............................................................Canton, Ohio
A special group of 1934 Ford hot rods and more. wwwglenmoorgathering.com.

September 19  ..............................................Lewisberry, Pennsylvania
2009 Porsche /VW Swap Meet at Ski Roundtop. Call Mike Moody at (717) 502-
8820 or Moodyleather9@aol.com. Pre-register, 2 spots for $30 before 9/1.

September 20  ....................................................................Everywhere
Drive Your 356 Day. Get that car ready! Send your photos via email to maga-
zine@356registry.com

September 18-20  ..................................................Frankfurt, Germany
2009 Rheingold at Bingen on the Rhine. Uwe Biegner, info@typ356.de

September 26-27 ................................................San Diego, California
12th annual Coronado Speed Festival on September 26th and 27th. Auto racing and
exhibitions for car enthusiasts of all ages at one of the most distinctive race track
locations - Naval Air Station North Island, the birthplace of Naval Aviation. Info and
tickets at www.fleetweeksandiego.org.

October 3-4, ..........................................................Ventura, Californaa
The German Auto Fest, presented by World Class Motoring. For information, please
visit worldclassmotoring.com

October 14-18, ..........................................................Sedona, Arizona
2009 West Coast Holiday. Registration is filled. Watch for next year’s WCH info.

November 27-29, ................................................Melbourne, Australia
the Australian 24th Annual 356 Parade. For information contact Rob Griffith, sped-
ster@hotkey.net.au

POSTPONED ................................................................Napa, California
The event to "Drive Lung Cancer off the Planet" featuring four-cam race cars

has been postponed until 2011 or 2012. Steve Heinrichs says the event will happen,
just a little further down the road, along with a new book on the subject of four-cam
race cars. For info contact RStephen356@aol.com or 775 691 2217.

beachconcours.net. Pebble also will have an automotive art sales area. My
very unofficial advice would be to buy your entry ticket in advance, get there
at dawn, and walk in with the entrants while they stage the cars, long be-
fore the crowds appear. It usually, but not always, will work. And you will
have the rest of the day to go to the races.

Monday, August 17, PCA Monterey Bay Region will host a driver ed-
ucation event at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca with a strict 92db sound limit,
subject to acceptance by MBR. Again please see the MBR section on
www.motorsportsreg.com.

Auctions during the week
If you have time, there will be the hugely popular automobile auc-

tions held during the week. I recommend you visit these sites on preview
days, starting Wednesday. Some of the auction previews will rate among
the better car shows. One of my favorites is Gooding and Company's Peb-
ble Beach Auction at the Pebble Beach Equestrian Center. Held Saturday and
Sunday evenings, with cars on view starting Wednesday. It also will be the
only important activity on Sunday night. www.goodingco.com for  info.

The other auction I always get to is RM's, which will be held at the Por-
tola Hotel/Monterey Conference Center downtown, Thursday through Sat-
urday nights. For 2009, they will have the Nick Alexander Ford and Mercury
woodies on Thursday, and sports and classic cars on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday nights. See www.rmauctions.com.

The Russo and Steele auction is geared more to people looking for
street cars with an accent on muscle. It will be held at the downtown Mon-
terey Marriott, Friday and Saturday nights. See www.russoandsteele.com
for more information. On Friday, August 14 only, there will be the Bon-
hams and Butterfields Auction at the Quail, and on August 15 only the
Mecum auction at the Hyatt Regency Resort (Del Monte Lodge)
www.mecum.com.

And now for something completely different:
Jay Lamm, who has foisted those 24 hours of LeMons races on an

unsuspecting public, is organizing a Monterey Concours d’ LeMons.
“If you've got a spectacular hooptie or know another crackpot

who does, it's time to hose out the spiders, refill the sump, and drive,
drag, or push it to Monterey's Toro Park. (That's on Route 68, just
four miles and many, many tax brackets behind the Laguna Seca His-
torics.) Spectators are 20 bucks at the gate, tetanus shots not included.
Accepted entrants get two tix, goodie swag, glory, lawn parking, $40.”

Concours d'LeMons--Celebrating the Oddball, Mundane, and
Truly Awful of the Automotive World. SPECTATOR TIX: $20 at the gate
(ie. the cost of one olive at Pebble) PARTICIPANT TIX: $40 in advance
(good for one car, two people, and Hep B) Saturday, 15 August,
9am-4pm at Toro Park, 501 Monterey-Salinas Highway (Rt. 68).
www.ConcoursdLeMons.com. or for more info contact: Alan Galbraith,
916.207.4645. AGalbraith@ConcoursdLeMons.com
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* Subject to change 
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Friday, October 16 
7am-9:30am  Hospitality Suite and Goodie Store open; Late Registration 
9am   Holiday Javelina #1 -   High Country (Mountains)--Payson 
9:30   Holiday Javelina #2 -   Cottonwood, Prescott, Jerome (Desert) 
Lunch   On Your Own 
3:30-5pm  Hospitality Suite / Goodie Store  
3:30  Tech Session – 356 Carburetor Rescue 
4:30pm Tech Session - Walt Watson (Competition Engineering) 
Dinner  On Your Own 
 

Sunday October 18th 
6am  Swap Meet - Radisson Poco Diablo parking lot – open to public 
7am   Limited Continental Breakfast 
 

Wednesday, October 14 
9 am -3:30pm Registration, Hospitality Suite,  
  Goodie Store 
10:30am  Gimmick Rally #1  
Lunch   On Your Own 
1:30pm  Gimmick Rally #2  
2:00pm  Tech Session - Leo Droughton 
4-6pm   Warm-up Party 

Hilton Sedona Resort & Spa 
Dinner  On Your Own 

Thursday, October 15 
7-11am  Hospitality Suite open 
8-11am Late Registration in Hospitality Suite 
8:00am  Golf Tee Off (optional) Please see below 
9am   Indian Ruins Tour #1  
10am   Tech Session – 356 Carburetor Rescue 
Lunch   On Your Own 
12pm   Wine Tour begins 
1:15pm  Indian Ruins Tour #2 
3:30-5:30pm Hospitality Suite open; late registration 
4pm   Tech Session - Leo Droughton 
6-9pm   Oktoberfest  
Dinner  On Your Own 
 

Saturday, October 16  
7-9:30am  Hospitality Suite/Goodie Store/Concours Staging  
9:00am  Concours Viewing/Voting begins-Open to Public 
11:30am-1:30  Mexican Style Buffet 
2:00pm  Peoples Choice Voting ends          
2:30pm  Concours ends 
2:30 - 5pm  Hospitality Suite / Goodie Store open 
3-5pm   Tech Session / Ask the Experts Panel 
5:30pm  No-Host Bar at Radisson Poco Diablo 
6pm   Buffet Banquet at Radisson Poco Diablo 
8pm   Concours Awards / Announcements / Door Prizes 

NOTE: The Golf Tour has been changed to a tee-off at the local Trent Jones Course 
on Thursday morning, October 15th.  This is a  non-hosted event for those who participate.  
Poco does have its own 9 hole course on the premises which is available for all participants of the Holiday.
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HUGE INVENTORY

Restoration, Maintenance & Performance For Your Porsche®  Since 1964 ®

AUTOMOTION.COM®

800.789.1879
When ordering, please mention
PRIORITY CODE 1XX9C41

LOCATIONS
IN CALIFORNIA & FLORIDA

DELUXE PLUG WIRE SETS
Each set is hand-assembled using the original factory
brackets, wire holders, grommets, o-rings, plug
connectors and moisture seals. Additionally, each 7mm
copper core wire is numbered to make installation a
snap. Coil wire and silicone dialectric waterproof
grease included. 356/912 available with standard
length or extra-long
connectors* for
easier plug changes. *Will Not Fit Weber Manifolds   †Not Shown

*“PORSCHE®, 911®, BOXSTER®, CARRERA®, CAYENNE®, TARGA®, AND THE PORSCHE® CREST ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF PORSCHE AG.”  EXCEPT AS INDICATED, THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT APPROVED BY PORSCHE® AG; USE OF UNAPPROVED PARTS MAY ALTER  FACTORY WARRANTY, EMISSIONS, AERODYNAMICS, OR FUEL CONSUMPTION.

356, 912 1955-65 Std Length Connectors 916292 $84.99 SET
356, 912 1955-65 Extra Long Connectors 916293* 89.99 SET
911, 911S 1965-67 916294† 234.99 SET

Low Price 
Guarantee

We Will Not Be 

Undersold!

      2:22 PM  Page 1

2009 West Coast Holiday October 14-18:
We are preparing an exciting holiday for all that regis-

tered.  Our schedule is full of activities, and attendees get
to chose exactly what they would like to do.  Parking and
accommodation are limited at all our venues, our group
being large for the town of Sedona.  You’ll need to sign up
for your tour choices while registering at Poco. See the
schedule, pick what’s fun for you. Or go shopping, take a
jeep tour, visit the casino.

Important information: banquet dinner!
To accommodate the volume of attendees, the awards

dinner has been changed from a plated meal to a buffet.
Full refunds will be given to anyone wishing to cancel.
No dinner refunds after Oct. 1st.  Awards presentation
takes place after the dinner and is open to all registrants.

Registration cancellations
The deadline for registration cancellations with refund

is July 15th. Any changes in registration status, please no-
tify Steve Proctor at stp356@gmail.com. Anyone trading
registrations, please notify Steve. A new registration form
is required (available at the web site). Send information to
Steve at 7330 E Wikieup Cir, Tucson, AZ 85750. We want
you to get a proper name tag, and have your correct car
and tee shirt information.  

Car Badges
Car badges will be limited to our registrants, are num-

bered and made in America. See the web site for the de-
sign. Sale of these badges contributes to ensuring a special
holiday event.  All purchases made prior to September 1st,
will be mentioned in the event program as supporters of
the Holiday! They will go on sale mid-July, limit 2, $56
each. Watch the website and the chat line for availability.

Late hotel rooms available
If you haven’t made your room reservations yet, Kings

Ransom, our secondary hotel, still has rooms available, 1-
800-846-6164. Sedona Rouge, host to the Copperstate
1000, is also offering a special room rate for event partici-
pants. They are about three miles from Poco and their
reservation number is 866-312-4111.  Just mention the
event. 

Non-Registrants
Viewing the Saturday Concours, and the Sunday swap

meet are both open to the public.

Any questions, contact Jim or Candace at 928 204-
0507 or e-mail Candace@2009westcoastholiday.com  
We’re looking forward to seeing you all “B” in Sedona!

“B” in Sedona - Important Notes for Registrants
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Wiesbaden, Germany has been fa-
mous for its thermal springs and
spa for centuries, their use first

documented by the Romans. Bathing in the
springs  as a business became important for Wies-
baden near the end of the Middle Ages. By 1800,
there were 2,239 inhabitants and twenty-three
bath houses. Among visitors to the springs were
Goethe, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Richard Wagner, and
Johannes Brahms. 

A similar area of natural springs occurs in
West Baden Springs, Indiana. It too, has a long
history of visitors, dating back before 1850. The
area hotels were originally built for people to par-
take of the “miracle waters” from the sulfur
springs that naturally surfaced in the area. The
town name (and Resort name) comes from the fa-
mous mineral springs in Wiesbaden, Germany.

Fire ravaged the West Baden Springs Resort
hotel in 1901, but it was rebuilt as one of the
“Eight Wonders of the World” with the world’s
largest free-span dome. Until the Depression, the
hotel was a haven for celebrities, gamblers and
political figures. For years afterward it was a sem-
inary, a school and later fell into disuse, but the
resort underwent a complete restoration, finished
in 2007. Great care was taken in details to restore
the buildings to their original condition. 

Our weekend begins with an opportu-
nity for golfing, gambling, horseback
riding, a trip to the Spa, or just sim-

ply shopping on Thursday morning. In the theme
of the location, we will have a Poker Run through
the scenic areas of South Central Indiana. A wel-
come party with Hors d’ ouevres will finish out
the evening. 

Friday begins early with a 1.5 – 2 hour His-
torical Tour of the West Baden Resort and sur-
rounding area. For the afternoon, we have Tech
Sessions and a Literature Swap Meet. For your
Friday night dinner there are 12 restaurants at
your fingertips and then of course, there is local
fare that you can drive to!

Saturday will be our Concours day. We will
have the cars spread out over the grounds and gar-
dens of the West Baden Resort. A special judging
will take place for the “Engine Note” Contest.  A
special award will be given to the winner at the
Awards Banquet, which will held in the breathtak-
ing Atrium of the hotel. After the Awards Banquet,
we will have dancing in the Atrium, so dress in
the era of the Roaring ‘20s ans ‘30s with your
flapper dresses and Zoot Suits!

Sunday will be our Parts Swap Meet, to fin-
ish out the wonderful weekend. 

Be assured that your 356 children will
be taken care of when you are not
with them, as we have hotel security,

24 hours a day, with Porsche-only parking as we
will be securing the entire resort. The only other
cars at the event will be staff of the resort, and
they will be in another parking lot.

East Coast Holiday

The West Baden Springs Hotel and Spa features:
• 246 luxury guest rooms & suites 
• Natatorium with indoor lap pool, outdoor pool, hot tub 
• Events & meeting space 
• Championship golf courses with Golf Learning Center featuring in

door / outdoor driving ranges, practice greens and tennis courts
• Six-lane Bowling Alley, Arcade and Pizzeria  
• Spa, Salon and Fitness Center 
• Five Dining Options 
• Exquisite Retail Shops 
• Riding Stables 
• Pet Friendly Hotel
• Historic Tours

West Baden, Indiana  •  September 10-13

Registration is still open!
Don’t delay, mail the form at right or
visit www.EastCoastHoliday.org for
latest updates and a registration form. 

West Baden Springs Hotel, Atrium and a typical room

A 51,000 square feet Vegas-style
gaming facility - all located on
one floor - is nearby.

Registration Closing Soon!
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The best way to do that is up close and personal. If you attend a 356 event
you can talk with the guy who also has a beehive T-1 Coupe. He agrees with
your assessment that of course, they were the prettiest of the closed cars.
Another owner is happy to explain in detail his complete rally package
including the Heuer Rally Master and how it works. The lady with the Car-
rera 2 doesn’t mind if you crawl under the battery box to see how the gas
heater is plumbed. A guy with a Roadster tells you where to find repro-
duction Michelin X tires and how to repair the ceramic crest on Super
hubcaps. You walk from car to car admiring the colors, the door gaps, the
luggage and other accessories and you can’t help but smile. Perhaps the
biggest grins come from seeing a rusty, tired Coupe that was driven sev-
eral hundred miles just to take part and you find out is has a fascinating
history, told by the owner who has had the car for decades. If you’re an
enthusiast, there just are no dull 356 shows.

The problem is, these events don’t take place every week, and
chances are they’re not right down the block from you when they do. The
solution is a regular dose of 356 Talk, easily accessed by turning that
“electronic tap” and letting it flow. Maybe you have no pressing needs at
the moment, nothing to fix on your car, no accessories to buy or plans for
upgrades. You. Are. Just. Fine. (This is a hypothetical situation for me,
never having experienced it and with slim chances of ever doing so.) Even
so, you need to keep that 356 momentum going. No need to spend your
entire evening online, but just as with the most basic communication de-
vice, a couple of tin cans, you need to keep that string tight. Check in on
a regular basis, it’s easy.

If you’re looking to read the discussion forum, cars for sale, parts
available and wanted, or browse the photo gallery you can just click on
“Classifieds and 356 Talk” at our main web site, www.356registry.com. If
you want to post an ad or submit a comment, becoming a registered user
is easy. Instructions are at the Talk List page. 

The Talk list has grown a lot since it went online from an original
email-based group. There’s a lot of great stuff there and who knows,
maybe one day you’ll be able to help me find a part or answer a question.

See you there, at www356registry.com/forum.

12 Volume 33, Number 2  • 356 Registry

A Shot of 356 Adrenaline

T h e   M i s c e l l a n y   F i l e

Gordon Maltby

Tf you have not yet joined 356 Talk, you’re missing out. There’s some
great back-and-forth discussion, advice about parts and proce-
dures, info about new products, cars and stuff for sale or trade

(and even for free) and from time to time, an interesting and offbeat
story that makes you smile. More on that in a bit. 

The club’s mission—as you can read on page 3—is,  “...the per-
petuation of the vintage (1948-1965) 356 series Porsche through 356
Registrymagazine and internet forums for the exchange of ideas, expe-
riences and information, enabling all to share the 356 experiences of one
another”. The Talk List perfectly exemplifies the core of that manifesto,
which was published on the first page of the first issue of 356 Registry
magazine 35 years ago. It’s important to remember that Jerry Keyser’s
original idea for the magazine was as a means to “avoid one-on-one cor-
respondences,” as he wrote, which of course at the time meant a letter.
Rather, he envisioned a well of cumulative knowledge from which we
could all dip a bucket, taking as much as we needed and adding to it as
we could. Interesting to think that Jerry’s idea of connecting people to
exchange information about 356s has reached a point where it is now
possible to do just that with not only words, but pictures and even
movies, almost instantaneously. After decades of additions, that well of
information has become a huge reservoir, deep and wide and instantly
accessible by electronically “turning a tap”. How exciting would that
concept have seemed in 1974?

Curiously, I think some 356ers may have reached a point of ennui
that keeps them from participating as much as they could. Maybe the
first blush of excitement in buying an old Porsche has worn off; the car
is in long-term restoration; the family or the job requires more time; or
maybe they’re just not aware of the opportunities. There are certainly
may different reasons for not taking part in 356 activities. But if you
reach a point where you’re in the middle of a carb rebuild and you can’t
remember which way to install the accelerator pump rod, you really
need some information. In the days before the Registry existed, you
could call another 356 owner who might know, drive over to a dealer
and ask to read their parts book, send away for an Elfrink manual (and
two weeks later continue the project) or just wing it. There was not much
available in print and beyond books, a microfiche was state-of-the-art.

Like in all other aspects of life, we need to count our blessings and
remember how good we have it, 356 information-wise. But there’s an-
other aspect of this connection that’s just as important. If you’ve been to
a Holiday, you know what a jump-start it can be to see so many pretty
cars and how much fun it is to just shoot the bull with others who suf-
fer from the same Porsche fever. This is not a solitary hobby, even if it is
necessary to spend some long hours alone in the garage at times. The
whole point is to share, and enjoy that connection with other enthusiasts.

I

Ed Rutherford sent this photo. It’s a 
strip of copper (there’s a hint - it must be 
something electrical) about two inches 

long. It’s from a T-2 car and you can 
find out just where it came from on page 41.

The Whatzit

Dirk Heinrich posted a photo of a “faux patina” 356 from a European VW meet that
has generated three pages of comments. There’s always something interesting on
the Talk List! 



Stoddard Parts
(800) 342-1414
38845 Mentor Avenue
Willoughby, OH  44094
United States
Phone: (800) 342-1414
Fax: (440) 946-9410

Legends are Restored One Part at a Time.
Reutter Badge   Interior Light 80mm  1600 Super Emblem Drauz Convertible
356A ‘55-’59           356 AT2, BT5, BT6               356A, BT5        & Roadster Badge
NLA-723-003-00               NLA-632-101-03   644-559-311-01  644-559-311-05
$15.00   $35.00    $53.48   $64.28
                                                 
Stainless Steel Heat 911S Emblem ‘67-’71  Super 90 Emblem Rear Bumper Reflector ‘69-’73
Exchanger ‘75-’79         901-559-308-50     356BT5           901-633-010-00
SIC-211-025-01         $36.07                      644-559-311-05    $67.47
$440.00 ea.      $64.28

Front Spoiler Bumper Door Check ‘65-’69   Fuel Tank ‘65-’72  Right Front Fender
‘69-’73    901-531-035-20   SIC-201-904-00  Slight Flare ‘69-’73
911-505-011-06-GRV $52.31    $510.00   901-503-032-23-GRV
$1,567.72         $1,033.42

Interior Light  ‘65-’73 911 Carrera Clutch Kit ‘87-’89 911 Clutch Kit ‘72-’86 930 Turbo Clutch Kit ‘78-’88
SIC-632-101-00  SIC-116-950-00   SIC-116-915-00  SIC-116-930-00 
$36.50   $822.00    $598.00   $899.00

www.stoddard.com



Mary Skamser on Membership
The Publishing Office has been handling Membership Services for

almost a year and I am hopeful we will have the process figured out any
day now. Your esteemed editor thought this one-year mark would be a
good time to look at frequent membership questions and problems.
While it just may be he had space to fill, I’m happy to have the opportu-
nity to offer help and information. It is Membership Services, after all. 

Much of the transition with membership has coincided with the
transition to the Club’s new website. The biggest change, of course, is that
members are now able to renew online, change their address and review
their membership status at their own convenience. In order to accom-
plish any of this, you need to log onto the Members Only pages of the
website at www.356registry.com. 

I encourage everyone to go online at least once and check their
Member Profile. And then, I encourage everyone to check it again! Is
the address correct? The Post Office may have made changes to your
mailing address since you originally joined years ago. Does it indicate
your membership ends this year when you are certain you renewed for
two or three years? Please, please let me know! Some days, the com-
puter and I just don’t get along.

Did you receive an “End-of-the-Road” notice with your most re-
cent issue, despite having mailed your check? That’s possible. The mail-
ing list needs to arrive at the printer’s several days before the actual mail
date. By checking your Member Profile, you’ll be able to confirm that
your renewal was received and you are good for another year (or two).

Snowbirds, don’t head south without it.
If you are lucky enough to winter in a warm climate, be assured I

do not hold back your Registry out of spite. Being in Minnesota I may
be jealous, but in fact, your favorite reading material probably hasn’t ar-
rived because the Post Office does not automatically forward magazines,
even first class. By going to your Member Profile, you can easily change
your seasonal address in advance and never miss an issue.

Members are still able to renew their membership by mailing a
check or credit card information to our office. Please include your email
address if you have one and take an extra moment to make certain your
credit card number is complete and legible and don’t forget to include
the expiration date! As much as we enjoy sitting down with a handful of
green cards to play our daily round of “guess the digit”, it’s a lot faster
if the numbers and email address can be read. And in spite of the con-
stant temptation of six-figure rewards, we do not share your phone num-
ber or email address with Nigerians or other organizations.

Sorry, only one per customer
Over the past year, we have made every effort to streamline our

mailing list. For post office purposes, less is more and we are not able
to include spouses or business names on the labels or on member cards.
We absolutely encourage the whole family to take part in this great hobby,
but we can only put one name on the label. 

Our mailing schedule has not changed. Our goal is to mail on the
first of each odd-numbered month. If your copy of the Registry has not
arrived by the end of that month, send us an email and we will get you
a replacement pronto.  

Remember, let me know as soon as you have a question. It is no
trouble (I just blame the boss for any mistakes) and it’s nice to be able
to “meet” everyone. Our contact information is on the website and can
always be found on page 5 of each and every Registry magazine.
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P r e s i d e n t ‘ s  C o l u m n
Chuck House

356 Registry at the Monterey Historics
he Monterey Historic Races are just around the corner and
Porsche is the featured marque this year. It should prove to be
a fantastic event and while Porsche’s presence this time prob-
ably won’t be as large as its appearance in ’98 when it cele-

brated its 50th anniversary, there should a contingent of cars from
Porsche’s rolling museum, not to mention all the invited vintage
Porsches. No doubt this will be the premier Porsche vintage race and
car show of the year in the U.S. You should also know that the 356 Reg-
istry will have a high-profile presence at Laguna Seca during the week-
end so look for the 356 Registry tent, come on in and browse the Goodie
Store, sign up a friend or just say hello. We’ll have some great new items
for sale and some special premiums just for members. 

The 356 Registry Wants YOU!
The Registry is in need of some additional volunteers. Specifically,

if you have specific experience in the following areas and would like to
volunteer some time for the benefit of all the members, please contact
myself or any one of the trustees:

• Experience in Web Design/Development using php.
• Experience in customizing the phpBB Bulletin Board software.
• Experience in computer server IT.
• Legal (generic legal advice/referral – no, the Registry has no

current legal problems).

Membership
I’ve talked about the changes in the membership system, specifi-

cally to an online and more automated system. The particular person
who oversees the day-to-day process is Mary Skamser (below) and at
right she will give you some details about the membership system and
how you can easily manage your own records. 

On a final note, the East
Coast Holiday in West Baden, In-
diana is still open so please get
your registrations mailed and
don’t miss out on this great
event! See the event registration
page in this issue. Marsha and I
will be there and hope to see
you on the road.

T
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G a l l e r y

At the Geneva International Salon in March of 1949, a Porsche Coupe and a
Buetler-bodied Cabriolet were on display, the first international showing of the mar-
que. Sixty years later 356-003—a sister car to 002, the Cabriolet seen at Geneva—
was on display at the Montreaux Palace during the 356 International Meeting.

Photo above from the Porsche archives. Along with the poster image, courtesy
Laurent Missbauer. Photo below by John Hearn.

Porsche History in Switzerland



www.356Registry.com •  July / August  2009    17

www.klasse356.com

800-634-7862
Everything you need for the 

Restoration and Maintenance of your 
356, 912 & Early 911

Friendly Service & Great Prices
On Line Catalog

parts@KLASSE356.com

SHASTA DESIGN
ENG INEER ING CO .

Cast iron cylinders made from Durabar, CNC machined
to incredible tolerances! Strong, stable and long-lived!
(1) 83mm x 9.25 c.r. For A/B Heads ..............$950
(2) 86mm x 10.5 c.r. For Street & Track ......$1095

Piston & Cylinder Sets
NEW! 80mm x 8.5 comp. ratio
Pre-A p/c set ....... $1895

20216 Lakeview Dr. Lakehead, CA 96051
530-238-2198 • Fax 530-238-2846

www.shastadesign.com

NEW 2009 EDITIONS!
356 Performance Guide $29.95
Complete Porsche 912 Guide $29.95

Scat Light Crank
Ultra-lite $2295

Scat Flywheel Nuts $54.95

NOW for Pre-A 356 Engines!

Full flow oil system
pump cover $90.

We build engines
with the

products we sell!

New
!

PLUS: These sizes are always in stock
(1) 86mm x 9.25 c.r. piston set only................$950
(2) 86mm x 9.25 c.r. piston/cyl. set ..............$1495
(3) 86 or 83.5mm x 11.5 c.r. piston set..........$1095
(4) 86 or 83.5mm x 11.5 c.r. piston/cyl. set ..$1595
(5) 88 & 90mm x 10.5 c.r. piston/cyl. set ......$1895

Custom sizes
available.

Tough
Nuts!
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B u i l d i n g   T h e   B r a n d

Phil Carney

Béla Barényi, Ein Anderer Kleinwagen Ingenieur

Last month I summarized the career of Tatra engineer Hans
Ledwinka. Other than Professor Ferdinand Porsche, Ledwinka
is perhaps the best known Ingenieur dur Kleinwagen to have

clearly produced technical innovations which were embedded by
Porsche in the Volkswagen. But there are two other men who also have
a claim on Volkswagen technology. One of these is Béla Barényi whose
assertions certainly cannot be dismissed in an offhand fashion. After
all, he was able to substantiate some merits of his case in a German
court. The second man some consider to be a parent of Volkswagen
concepts is Hungarian Josef Ganz. Ganz did not have the engineering
background of the other men but he was a colorful figure in history
and definitely had an impact on European small car development in
the 1930s. This article takes a look at the life of Barényi and just what
influence he had on Volkswagen development - which of course trick-
les down to what influence they may have had on the 356 Sportswagen.

Béla Viktor Karl Barényi
Barényi was born on March 1,

1907 in Hirtenberg, Austria. His family
was in the privileged class largely due
to the fact that his mother, Maria
Keller, came from a wealthy industri-
alist family. His family’s status caused
Béla to come into contact with luxuri-
ous automobiles from Austro-Daimler
at a very early age. This exposure
piqued his interest in cars but there
was another important ingredient that
also influenced young Béla’s future.
His father, Eugen, was a military
schoolteacher who taught mathemat-
ics and perspective drawings. The
drawing talents he inherited from his
father would be obvious in Béla’s fu-
ture automobile renditions.

In the Roaring ‘20s, society was
changing worldwide and the automo-
tive industry was changing right along
with it. In 1924 Béla enrolled in the mechanical department at the
Wiener Technikum (Vienna Engineering Institute) where he drafted his
first ideas of what “The Future Volkswagen” should look like. Both front

and rear engine versions of a people’s car were documented. The rear
engine version used a central tube chassis, an air-cooled, flat-four en-
gine and a transaxle with the gearbox located forward of the rear axle.
This technical scenario of course very closely parallels the principles
used in the Porsche developed Volkswagen. Barényi recommended a
steering wheel system that minimized danger to the driver in an acci-
dent. A streamlined body shape mounted to a platform was also docu-
mented. One should not assume that Barényi was fixated on the rear
engine configuration. His excellent, artistic perspective drawings from
this period show that he was equally interested in various front-engine
configurations through the late ‘20s.

To put bread on the table between 1926 and 1934, Barényi com-
mitted to a number of projects. In 1926 he completed a racecar ad-
vertising drawing for Steyr, a truly artistic illustration that reflects the
drawing talent he inherited from his father. He performed other drafts-
manship work for Steyr until the end of 1928 when he went to work for
Österreichischen Autofabriks AG (Austro-Fiat). That year Barényi trav-
eled to Paris and met the French journalist André Caputo. He showed
Caputo his Volkswagen drawings and received advice to have the ideas
patented. Unfortunately Barényi did not have the funds to invest in Ca-
puto’s excellent legal advice. About this time Barényi also met the re-
spected automobile authority Charles Faroux and showed him several
of his design studies. In June 1930 the French magazine La Vie Auto-
mobile printed an article authored by Charles Faroux about Barényi’s
ideas.  But even the praise of an acclaimed French journalist did not se-
cure Barényi permanent employment. Through 1934, Barényi pro-
duced a number of excellent illustrations and articles that described his
view of automobile technology but paychecks arrived only at a hand-
to-mouth pace.

In April of 1934, André Caputo wrote an article in the French mag-
azine Omnia about Barényi’s automobile concepts. Although Barényi

This drawing dates back to 1926 when Barényi was formulating his ideas on what
a People’s Car should look like. It was unfortunate that Barényi was in school at
the time and could not afford to patent his ideas.
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was credited with the design shown in the
article, Dr. Harry Niemann of the Mercedes
Benz archives says that the printing was
made without Barényi’s knowledge or con-
sent. Later that year, Barényi went to work
for Gesellschaft für technischen Forschritt
(GETEFO) in Berlin to help with modular
chassis construction and elimination of
noise and vibration in the automobile.
Gesellschaft sent Barényi to Paris where he
acquired a taste for the good life. But the
Austrian-Hungarian-Czech that received
German mailings soon came under the
scrutiny of Deuxième Bureau, the French
secret service. Such suspicion should not
have been unexpected. The pains of World
War I were still fresh in the minds of the
French and Hitler’s Germany was already
flagrantly rearming in preparation for World War II. But the surveillance
unnerved Barényi and he returned without preordination to the Gesellschaft
German office where he was met on less than cordial terms. Despite the fact
that he enjoyed working for GETEFO and filed over 150 patents during his
stay, Barényi turned in his resignation in 1938.

The Volkswagen Claim
During his development period, Béla Barényi worked for a variety of

All three of these circa 1931 chassis designs rely on a backbone chassis similar to the one incorporated in Professor
Porsche’s Volkswagen. But this idea was not unique to any Kleinwagen Ingenieur. The more important thing to note
was that Barényi was not fixated on a heck motor for his Volkswagen. He was considering four and six-cylinder front
wheel drive (left and center) as well as four-cylinder rear wheel drive (right).

automobile manufacturers including Tatra, Steyr
and Adler. He was exposed to and took interest
in the small car ideas of Ledwinka and Josef
Ganz. In 1932 Barényi interviewed at the newly
established Porsche Konstruktionsbüro in
Stuttgart and may have shown the Professor
drawings of his Volkswagen ideas to illustrate
his skills and creativity. Even if he did not, the
Professor could have been exposed to Barényi’s
concepts through the various publications in
which his ideas were presented.

In 1948, Win Fanning wrote an article in
the magazine Weekend – The US Magazine for
Europe entitled “The Volkswagen’s Poppa”
which advocated Béla Barényi as the inventor of
the Volkswagen. Apparently some VW advocates
considered legal action to discredit this view.
This did not happen but Richard von Franken-
berg, writing under the nom de plume Herbert
A. Quint, strongly criticized Barényi in his man-
uscript for the 1951 book Porsche – Der Weg
eines Zeitalters (Porsche - The Way of an Age).

“The second strongly argued story about
VW development is that in the construction of

the Porsche car no attention was given to already established patents… A
design engineer by the name of Barényi, a Hungarian who became a Ger-
man citizen after the war, brought up this claim. Barényi’s most absurd ob-
servation was that the discovery of the Heck-Motor as used in the VW –
motor behind rear axle, transmission forward of the axle, air-cooled, four
cylinder boxer motor in the fork of a central frame – alone cost five mil-
lion Marks while Barényi already had this solution in the year 1934. It only
would have been necessary to incorporate his solution. It has been docu-

Barényi’s design ideas were featured by the
noted journalist and Le Mans organizer Charles
Faroux. The excellent illustration labeled “La
Barényi” in this 1930 La Vie Automobile article
could easily be mistaken today for a traditional
American hotrod.

Writing under the pen name Herbert A. Quint,
the highly loyal Porsche historian and employee
Richard von Frankenberg criticized Barényi for
claiming any originality in the invention of the
Volkswagen. Reading von Frankenberg’s words
shows that he was clearly biased and did not
present an accurate picture of either Barényi’s
or Professor Porsche’s history. 
(Cover graphic courtesy of Jacques Mertens)



20 Volume 33, Number 2  • 356 Registry

Before leaving the subject of Barényi’s contribution to Volkswagen design, another
lawsuit should be mentioned for the sake of completeness. In
the early 1950s the author Horst Mönnich published a novel enti-
tled Die Autostadt. In this novel an imaginary interview about the
development of the VW was held with Professor Porsche. Barényi
was portrayed in the interview as a strange, juvenile dreamer
seeking claim for something he did not deserve. Barényi was not
inclined to let Mönnich get away with his mockery any more than
he was willing to let von Frankenberg make his accusations.
Barényi sued and Mönnich’s defense was that Mönnich was not a
technical person but rather a writer of fiction. Even though he
wrote about the subject, Mönnich basically claimed he, Mönnich,
was not competent to judge who invented the Volkswagen. In Oc-
tober 1955 a settlement was arrived at. Mönnich had to elimi-
nate any reference to Barényi in later printings of his book Die
Autostadt, but this was a hollow victory for Barényi. The damage
had already been done and compounded when the sale of Mön-
nich’s book soared as a result of the Barényi lawsuit.

mented however, that Porsche worked on the solution
of the Heck-Motor between 1931 and 1934 and it was
therefore a truly Porsche solution.

“Barényi is either unfamiliar with this historical
timeline or he is falsely revising history for his own ben-
efit…

“Barényi was never in the running. He was only
twenty-six years old and had not a single development
project under his belt while Porsche was fifty-eight with
a fabulous track record as a design engineer.”

Barényi properly interpreted the inaccurate writ-
ings of Porsche historian and employee von Franken-
berg as slander and took action to have the matter dealt
with before the book was released. This did not pro-
duce the desired results but Barényi was still deter-
mined to set the record straight. Therefore in 1952, he
filed suit in Stuttgart court to address the false state-
ments that von Frankenberg had published. The court case continued for
three years and a variety of expert witnesses testified during the trial. At
first von Frankenberg attacked the authenticity of Barényi’s 1925 drawings
of “The Future Volkswagen.” The genuineness of the drawings however
was confirmed by the expert opinion of the Weisbaden criminal investiga-
tion department. Von Frankenberg then presented a technical challenge
claiming that the Stuttgart courts had no jurisdiction. This resulted in the
case being transferred to the Mannheim patent disputes court. The Sep-
tember 1955 testimony of Prof. Ing. Karl Kollmann of the Technisschen
Hochschule in Karlsruhe summarizes the views of pro-Barényi witnesses.
“From studying the facts, I have reached the decision that the drawings of
Herr Barényi and his recommendations regarding the development of
streamlined body, rear engine, swing-axle, backbone chassis and compact
drive train, and therefore an unrestricted passenger cell, which represents
at least one, though in reality a whole list of technical inventions years
ahead of their time, with respect to the state-of-the-art basic concept.” The
Manneheim court ruled in Barenyi’s favor and the verdict was well publi-
cized in national and local papers.

So what is the conclusion; did Porsche copy Barényi’s Volkswagen
design? No, this is not what the court said. It simply confirmed that the
principle design concepts used in the Volkswagen were first conceived of
and documented by Béla Barényi. Ferdinand Porsche may have arrived at
this same integrated concept independently, but this does not change the
fact that Barényi was the first to arrive at the successful idea. Supposedly,
Barényi only asked for 1 DM as recognition for his creativity.

This is a good place to address another of  von Frankenberg’s equally
misleading statements:

“Porsche, on the other hand, during his lifetime,
never thought or gave much value to patents… Porsche
was of the opinion that many patents could be easily
circumvented when one so desired it. He believed that
in some cases the industry could easily wait the re-
quired 18 years, after which production would be free.”

There is a lot of evidence to indicate that von
Frankenberg’s statements are not just extremely biased
but rather intentionally manipulative. First, the Porsche
company filed nearly 400 patents during its first ten
years, far more than other Germanic engineering de-
sign organizations. If Ferdinand Porsche so lightly dis-
missed the value of patents why would he do this?
Second, Porsche clearly understood that waiting for a
patent to become obsolete was rarely a credible course
of action. Would Porsche’s flat-four engine have been

Within the Mercedes engineering community, the name Béla
Barényi is held in the very highest esteem. He worked for
Daimler in Stuttgart between 1939 and 1972, becoming the
head of advanced design in 1955. Barényi was responsible for
over 2,500 patents documenting inventions not only for cars
but also for sleds, ships, and airplanes. But the contributions
for which Barényi are most remembered are those related to
passive safety systems including the non-deformable passen-
ger cell, the crumple zone, and the collapsible steering col-
umn. There is no doubt he was an extremely talented
engineer. But did Barényi invent the Volkswagen as his 1955
lawsuits claimed? 

realizable without use of Ledwinka’s patented forced
air cooling? Third, the original Porsche firm was a con-
sulting office and not a manufacturing firm. Their busi-
ness plan was based on receiving royalty income from

their inventions. Such a profit picture is only feasible if inventions are pro-
tected and long before the Porsche Company existed, most of the world’s
countries agreed upon the patent system as the process for protecting in-
ventions. Finally, the post-war success of the Porsche company is directly
tied to the patent royalties received from Volkswagen. Why on Earth would
von Frankenberg claim in writing that Porsche “never thought about or
gave much value to patents!”

Automotive Safety
In 1937 Barenyi was awarded patent DPB 887.306 entitled “Vehicle

with Three Part Bodyshell.” The purpose of the patent was to propose use
of an occupant zone isolated from the forward and aft sections of car so that
impact shock would be reduced during an accident. This was the beginning
of Barényi’s campaign to design safety into future automobiles. A couple of
years later he went to work for Mercedes and was able to build a prototype
that incorporated some of his passive safety concepts. Over the next thirty-
five years Barényi defined and refined numerous ideas on how to make
drivers and passengers safer. Barényi conceived of crumple zones, and
tested stronger roof designs, collapsible steering columns and many more
ideas which were incorporated into Mercedes cars. He wrote numerous
articles proposing safer vehicles and was repeatedly recognized for driving
the industry in a new and better direction. Barényi was admitted into the
US Automotive Hall of Fame in Detroit 1994. He died in Böblingen, Ger-
many on May 30, 1997.
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NTERNATIONAL, INC.
1236 Simpson Way
Escondido, CA 92029

Tops & Interiors for 356 Porsches

• Upholstery kits or custom services
• We manufacture what we sell
• Proven show-winning quality
• Knowledgeable and friendly staff

Seat recovering
and rebuilding

Cabriolet, Roadster,
Speedster top
replacement
and
rebuilding

(760) 737-3565 fax (760) 735-9909
www.autosintl.net info@autosintl.net

www.lelandwest.com

The road awaits.
You’ve got better things to do with your time than worry about classic car insurance. 

With Leland-West, you won’t ever have to worry. Our personal, attentive service,  
dedicated specialists and sympathetic claims process guarantee you’ll always 

rest insured. So give us a call. Then hit the road with carefree confidence.

Get your Instant Insurance Quote at lelandwest.com or call 800.237.4722

FACT:
Leland-West saves 
clients an average of  
$548 per year.



In 1957 I was driving a Jaguar XK-140 Coupe. It was a nice car to
drive but it seemed there was always something going wrong with
it. I’d been reading and hearing about Porsches so one time I

stopped at the local dealership and got the sales pitch.
I worked as a Project Engineer for a division of Dow Chemical, and a

manufacturer’s rep who called on us at work drove a ‘53 Porsche Cabrio-
let. One day I asked if I could drive his car sometime and we set a time
and date. It turned out to be a rainy night so driving the car was not under
the best of conditions. But the siren song continued. 

In late May of 1958 I left Indianapolis for the New York City-New Jer-
sey-Connecticut area with a list of Porsche dealers. I was in search of a
new Speedster. After striking out at most on the list I found Sagan VW &
Porsche in Uniondale, Long Island. There were two Speedsters sitting in
the showroom. I didn’t assume my search was over because I’d seen oth-
ers in showrooms but they were already sold. I cautiously entered the show-
room with my fingers crossed. It turned out that both were new cars and
both were for sale. One was red with tan interior.....about as standard as a
Speedster could be. The other was black, had red Coupe seats, Rudge
wheels, deleted Speedster script on the front fenders, deleted side spears
and deleted hood handle. It turned out that the car had been special or-
dered by a party who didn’t have the money for the balance due on the car.
The dealer had refunded the party’s deposit and placed the car in the show-
room. I guess the "Good Timing" gods were looking out for me that day.  I
got on the phone to the bank back in Indianapolis and completed the
arrangement we had set up prior to my leaving in search of a Porsche. This
included trading the Jaguar and negotiating a final price of $3600. Paul
Sagan, owner of the dealership, suggested that I take an out of the way
route home and an extra few days so as to attend the Porsche Club of Amer-
ica’s 3rd Porsche Parade, in Binghampton, NY. Unfortunately, I needed to
get home and back to work. Otherwise, my string of Porsche Parade at-
tendances would have started a year earlier.

For most of the next three years the Speedster was my only car; parked
at the curb in front of the apartment building in Indianapolis, driven daily
to work and play. The exception was when I picked up a B Roadster at the
factory in September, 1959 while on the PCA’s “Treffen” trip to the Porsche
factory. The Treffens were annual 2-3 day gatherings of Porsches begun in
1955. In 1958, Bill Sholar, President of PCA, made arrangements for mem-
bers to attend, thus beginning a tradition that endured until the factory dis-
continued the Treffens in the mid ‘60s. (Note:For many years PCA and its
tour contractors have used the word "Treffen" to denote a trip to the fac-
tory as opposed to the original factory event.)

The Roadster took over as my daily driver while the Speedster nestled
in a friend’s garage from January until May of 1960. The Roadster was sold
that May and the Speedster returned to active duty.

Upgrades
In 1961 I bought a wrecked 1960 Roadster with 11,000 miles on it.

The wrecked car had a Super engine whereas the engine in the Speedster
was a Normal with about 110,000 miles on it. Thus, the first of several en-
gine swaps was made to the Speedster. I intended keeping the Normal as a
spare but a local shop made me too good an offer so the Speedster’s orig-
inal engine went bye-bye, to replace the blown engine in another black ‘58
Speedster. The disposition of the original engine will likely prevent any fu-
ture owner of the Speedster (highly unlikely situation) from having a "num-
bers matching" car. A couple of years later I spotted a black Speedster in
a used car lot. I stopped to look it over and was surprised to see my orig-
inal engine, 68888. Is it still out there?
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Tales of Porsche Speedster 84617

O R I G I N A L   O W N E R S                                

Above: Mike at a recent
356 Registry Holiday.
“Some people hang names
on their cars but I’ve never
done that,” he says. 
“I always refer to the
Speedster as "the Speed-
ster" although in my heart
it’s "THE Speedster".

Top: Mike displays his new
car in a show at Belleville,
Illinois. August, 1958.

Right: 1975, at the first 356
Registry Holiday in Rock-
ford, he receives an award
from Brenda Perrin.   

Mike Robbins
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During the early and mid ‘60s we added such accessory items as 4-
way flashers and a VDO oil temp gauge and ammeter. The VDO gauges have
2" dia. faces that match the original combo, speedo and tach with their
fonts and black-green-white colors. They nestle just under the dash "eye-
brow", between pairs of the three large instruments. We installed a dual
headlight relay above the battery to improve the lighting. While checking an-
other electrical problem in about 2003, I accidently created a short that
burned the lead to the coils in the dual coil relay. This led to replacement
with 356 Electrics solid state relays. I can’t complain about 40 years of
service from my original installation. Another upgrade along the way was
to change from ball bearings to roller bearings on the front spindles.

Over the years there have been several trips to body shops to repair
results of negligence or bad decisions, either mine or others. The first,
around 1960, was probably the worst. I was going too fast and too close to
the car ahead in the rain. The result was contact with a light pole that
proved to be stronger than Reutter’s steel. In the early ‘70s a new floor pan
was installed due to rust in the original. The longitudinals were replaced
by a pair cut from a low-mileage wreck which some years later were re-
placed by NOS factory parts. A few years later a big sheet of metal, not a
repro panel, was welded beneath the spare tire area. Sometime later the
rocker panels were replaced with aftermarket pieces.

I mentioned that the car was ordered with Rudge wheels. I don’t know
if I was removing the wheels more often than intended but in any case, the
ears on the spinners bent after some amount of pounding for removal. I
must have replaced all four of them at least twice. Due to my own failure
to use adequate preservative on the wheels, the salt on the winter roads
was causing the chrome to pit. A more serious problem was that the heads
of the rivets holding the center section were popping off. A local 356er with
a B wanted the Rudge wheels despite their condition. We ended up re-
moving everything from the spindles and axles and reassembling on the
other car. Thus, the Speedster ended up with 356B drum brakes - for a
few years.

The change to B brakes was facilitated by the prior conversion to the
‘59-‘63 larger spindles. That conversion was precipitated by the breaking
of the original left front spindle during a race weekend at Lynndale Farms,
a short-lived track near Milwaukee. That very hairy experience makes me
think that the left spindles were more prone to break than the right, due to
the weakening by the drilled hole for the speedo cable.

I’ve done some playing with the electrical wiring from time to time.
For a few years in the ‘90s I had four voltages available. The basic 6 volt
service was used for all of the original equipment. A converter was installed
to give 12 volts back in the days when I used a radar detector and now for
keeping a cell phone charged. The radar detector actually used 9 volts and
had its own receptacle that included the step down from 12 volts to 9 volts.
I was interested in powering a "Walkman" so I built a voltage divider to
give a regulated 3 volts. Thus, 3, 6, 9 & 12 volts were available. I have since
removed the 9 volt receptacle since it was only used with a radar detector.
(With age I’ve altered my driving to eliminate the need for the radar de-
tector.) Neither do I still have the 3 volt source as I recognized that listen-
ing to tapes while driving was not socially acceptable or all that satisfying.

Until a few years ago I switched engines now and then just to try dif-
ferent configurations. The engine compartment has held the original 1600
Normal, various 1600 Supers with original or aftermarket cams and both
1st and 2nd factory overbores, a 1600 S-90, a 1600 S-90 with slightly
warmer cam, various 1720cc with different cams, etc. With that frequent
dropping of the engine I decided the factory exhaust system with its elbows
and clamps for exhausting through the bumper guards was too much to
wrestle. I’ve used extractor exhausts of various origin and design for many
years now. Once while on a business trip to the Los Angeles area I went to

Roger Bursch’s shop to buy one of his extractors. He had none in stock
but he called the welding shop that made them for him and asked that they
build one while I waited. It was quite a piece to check as "luggage" for the
flight home. For a couple of years I had a muffler with large single outlet
that Ken Daugherty in Louisville had put together. It gave up the ghost en-
route to the 2006 Porsche Parade in Portland so upon reaching Gary
Emory’s we switched to a used Thunderbird extractor that Gary had on the
shelves.

I've been running a full time electric fuel pump since 1966. In the
event of a collision there had been the possibility of breaking a fuel line or
connection and the pump continuing to pump gas through the opening,
thus creating a real fire hazard. A couple of years ago I added an after-
market oil pressure switch to the oil filter plumbing. This switch operates
in reverse to the standard switch that operates the oil pressure light; i.e.the
circuit is opened in the absence of oil pressure. I wired this switch into the
lead to the coil to kill the engine in the absence of oil pressure - before the
engine would stop on its own. A parallel lead interrupts power to the fuel
pump thus shutting off the flow of fuel (other than drippage). Two prob-
lems solved: killl the engine if oil pressure is lost and kill the flow of fuel
if the engine stops. Of course, it is necessary to bypass the oil pressure
switch when starting the car.

Trans swaps
The local region of SCCA held frequent parking lot autocrosses. I ac-

quired a 6/31 ring and pinion and had it installed in the transaxle from my
daily driver ‘59 Coupe. I then switched the trannies between the two cars.
The short-ratioed ring and pinion allowed the Speedster to get off the line
quickly yet it had longer 3rd and 4th (3B and 4C) gears for highway driv-
ing. Driving the car to Sun Valley, Idaho for the 1972 Porsche Parade with
the 6/31 ring and pinion and 4C gear I had to run the engine at higher rpm
than I really liked in order to maintain 75 mph on the Interstate highways.
Later sale of the Coupe resulted in the original Speedster transmission going
away, as had the original engine, as previously mentioned. Subsequently, the
716 Coupe transmission was replaced with a late 741 with 7/31 ring and
pinion and BBAB gears..

By this time we now had later engines with a larger oil pump, higher
capacity oil coolers, better bearings, etc. We also had the 716-741 trans-
missions with improved synchronization. What was left to upgrade? A con-
version to 356C disc brakes. We made that change in the winter of
1969-1970 and modified the rear of the body to accept a set of McAfee
wheels.

An old print from May of 1960 shows Mike with his Speedster and 1960 Roadster,
still wearing its tourist plates from traveling across Europe after the Treffen.

Continued
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Club activities
I had become active in the Indianapolis Region of SCCA and partici-

pated in rallys and autocrosses. The rally bug drew us to participate in the
Chicago Region SCCA’s Michigan Millia (a 1000 mile run around Lake
Michigan) a couple of times and a few SCCA National rallys. A couple of
Porsche enthusiast friends encouraged me for a long time to race the car.
Somewhere along the way the car received a dent that was in between the
"goodness-gracious" size and the "we can live with that" size. The "race
this car!" pushers pointed to the dent, said something to the effect that the
car was no longer a virgin so get it out there on the track. I finally gave in
and raced it modestly in SCCA for three or four years.

Parades and Holidays
My first Porsche Parade was an on-again-off-again affair in June 1959.

I had entered early on but had also enrolled for the trip to the Treffen in
September. I hit a snag at work regarding extended absence and the only
way to work it out was to cut short on the Parade. But I was there at the end
and one of the first cars to be parked at the first Porsche Park at turn 5 at
Road America the next day.

I’ve attended every Porsche Parade since then and driven the Speed-
ster to all but four. A Parade tradition at one of the banquets is to have all
attendees stand and then sit as the ascending number of Parades attended
is counted. It’s now an honor for me to be the last one standing.

The Speedster and I had a string of attending all 356 Registry East
Coast Holidays until 2007. One of the highlights was at the 25th ECH when
Brenda Perrin and I posed beneath a blown up picture that had been taken
at the first Holiday.

Rough Roads and Breakdowns
There have been many memorable events over the years of driving

the car all over the US and into Canada and Mexico. We can review some
of these adventures, not necessarily in chronological order.

In Toronto in 1964, while on the Harewood track as part of the
Porsche Carousel,  there was a loss of the connection of the engine to the
wheels. The lack of serious ongoing noise as I coasted to a stop indicated
the problem was probably not in the transaxle. (Whew!) We towed the
Speedster to a service station in Simcoe that did a lot of VW work on week-
days, but this was Sunday, so they allowed us to pull the engine. I noted
that the center had sheared from the clutch disc, so I replaced it with a VW
transporter disc found on the shelves. Oh yes, as long as the engine was out,
we pulled a head and replaced a push rod tube that had a leaking bellows
since I had a spare with me. We arrived just a little late for dinner.

In 1960 the Porsche Parade was in Aspen, Colorado. While in the area
I’d been looking at maps to see what interesting roads I might drive after
the Parade was over. I consulted a couple of Park Rangers regarding  the
driveability of McClure’s Pass. They advised me that I shouldn’t try it; that
it was a "jeep" road. Of course, I considered that a challenge. At the time
this was truly an extremely rough dirt, not even gravel, road. I have a photo
of the Speedster sitting beside a crudely painted sign that reads, “If the
road’s too rough you better go back”. It was occasionally necessary to stop
and remove large rocks from the “road”. We made it all the way to Paonia
and flatter terrain and points further west and south. In later years the Col-
orado Highway Dept cleared a new right-of-way and built a nice paved road.

Another time in Colorado I was interested in visiting Jones Pass; the
one up from US 40 southwest of Berthoud Pass. (There’s another Jones
Pass in another part of the state.) This was reached by a county road that
changed to a graded, dirt road. I came to a ford that was deeper than it ap-
peared and the car bogged down in the middle of the 25-foot-wide stream.
I could open both doors and the stream flowed right through the car. For-
tunately, there was a four-man surveying party nearby. We literally man-

handled the car to dry land by grasping in the wheel wells. The surveyors
went back to work and I spent considerable time bailing water from the car.

To add to my list of Colorado adventures is the time I had a flat tire as
I was going over Cumberland Pass. I put the spare on and proceeded to
Pitkin where I knew there was a general store that sold gasoline and hoped
they had an air compressor. As my spare tire should have been trashed
previously, I was anxious to repair the tube in the flat tire. The lady in the
store was alone but allowed me to use the tire irons and whatever else I
needed. I’d never taken a tire from a rim but knew that you had to be care-
ful to not pinch the tube on reassembly. The temperature was around 90
and at 10,000 ft altitude this flatlander worked up quite a bit of fatigue. I
found only one hot patch and realized that I had only one opportunity to
repair the tube. A couple of hours later I pulled into a motel and as I got
out of the car I heard the PSSSSS of my hot patch lasting just long enough.
There was a tire store next to the motel.

In 2006 we completed a quick series of cross country runs totalling
about 12,000 miles in 2-1/2 months. The  leg from Indianapolis to Snow-
mass Colorado for the  WCH provided a day or more of what I call "the trip
to hell".  If anything could go wrong, it did. We made a total of about 150
miles on one day. The problems include a distributor clamp that allowed
the distributor to get out of time, dirt in the float valve on one carburetor,
running out of gas on I-80, a loose connection of the coil wire at the fuse
block that would occasionally kill the engine and mysteriously restart. My
own pig-headedness prevented my digging a good distributor clamp from
my travel box buried beneath and behind our luggage (a lesson learned
there). The other problems could have probably been more easily resolved
if the driver-mechanic had been a little more methodical in thinking
through the details. The killer happened after arriving in Steamboat Springs
for the second half of the WCH. I was tidying up the wiring at the fuse block
and accidently knocked the transmission out of gear. Being parked on an
incline and not having the parking brake engaged, the car rolled forward
until arrested by contact between the fender of the Speedster and the run-
ning board of a pick-up truck. Result: repaint the front of the car, door to
door. See what I said about being a little more methodical?

If you are westbound, before reaching Colorado you pass through
Kansas. On one such transit, along with a friend in his ‘62 Roadster, I got
the idea that perhaps I should tighten an axle nut while we were making a
gas stop. I’d had it apart a few days prior to beginning the trip and thought
I might just check it out. I tightened it alright; I stripped the threads on the
nut. We inquired of the personnel in the service station and they told us of
a wrecking yard 30 miles away. We telephoned and got one of those good
news-bad news responses. They had some VWs but they were going to close
in about 45 minutes. We hightailed it in the other guy’s Roadster, prowled
around in the tall grass between the remains of half a dozen VWs and yipee,
found a loose nut.

In 1962 I was traveling solo in Kansas when the engine began mak-
ing a bad noise. It was early Saturday afternoon but I made an early check
in at a motel. Pulling off a rocker cover I found that one of the studs in the
magnesium rocker stands (remember the 1960 Super engine from the
wrecked Roadster?) had pulled loose. I got on the phone and called a
friend who worked as a wrench at Hagestad VW-Porsche in Denver. Fortu-
nately he was home. He went to the parts dept, got a pair of new aluminum
rocker stands and put them on a Greyhound  headed in my direction.

Another time, going the other direction across Kansas I entered a town
and slowed to drive in for a gas stop. I hit the brake pedal and it went to
the floor. Inspection indicated that the steel line to one of the rear wheels
had broken. There was a SAAB dealer across the street and I assumed
they’d have some blank metric metal brake lines, if not preformed. No such
luck. The one auto parts store in town had none either. So, I crimped the
end of the broken line and replaced it upon arriving home.



www.356Registry.com •  July / August  2009    25

Another incident I recall was at an SCCA event at Indianapolis Race-
way Park (now O’Reilly Raceway Park). A serious engine noise developed
during an early run. I had driven the car to the track but didn’t want to
drive it home. A friend took me home so we could get my floor jack, jack
stands and a ready-to-go spare engine. We got back to the track, switched
engines and I made my timed runs. It would be fun to say I had FTD but I
really don’t remember how I placed.

While running lead car on a Porsche Club tour I had laid out, I thought
I heard a wheel bearing squealing. I pulled over and checked but all
seemed OK. Just beyond the next town, the squeal returned. As I was jack-
ing the car to remove the wheel the tourers caught me. I asked one of the
tourers to go back into town to get  some grease for the replacement bear-
ing in my travel kit. Before long we were back on the road with the tour-
ers giving me a ten or fifteen minute head start, just in case there was a
route problem to be handled. Remember the Boy Scout motto: Be Pre-
pared.

In 1969, just east of Barstow California on I-40, there was a sudden
bang from the engine and a reduction in speed. Looking under the engine
I saw a broken push rod protruding from a push rod tube and oil dripping
from the opening. After removing the push rod halves and wrapping the
tube with duct tape I proceeded on three cylinders to Needles where a gra-
cious service station attendant let me pull the engine and remove the one
head. Next morning I called the dealer in Las Vegas who sent a push rod
and tube via Greyhound. That afternoon I was antsy as the devil waiting for
the lift in the station to be freed so I could re-install the engine. My sched-
ule had called for spending the previous night in Prescott, Arizona but I
ended up a day late.

Hair cuts and close shaves
I’m not sure how to categorize this last tale. It was probably in the

mid-1960s that the Speedster was parked across the street from the bar-
ber shop where I was getting my hair cut. I watched as two rough-looking
guys pushed a car from approx 30 feet behind the Speedster, across a curb
cut for a driveway and into the back of the bumperless Speedster. (The
rear bumper had been removed for repairs following an incident with a
big car hitting the Speedster in the rear.) The nefarious pair were then
pushing their car backward a short distance before resuming the push
from the rear, turning the wheels to get into the traffic lane. A hefty push
and popping the clutch got the engine started. By now I was out of the bar-
ber chair, still wearing the striped sheet, with steam emanating from my
ears and nose. I yelled at these two using words my mother didn’t teach me.
They started to drive away, so what could I do but jump into the back seat?
After some rather violent vocal exchanges, punctuated by my searching
traffic for a police car, one finally appeared and I was able to flag down the
officer. I won’t go into subsequent events except that the cop took me back
to the barber shop for the conclusion of my haircut, I ended up paying for
repairing the Speedster, one of the two hoods received additional jail time
in addition to that from prior charges and I have a tale to tell my step-
grandchildren.

People often tell me I should write a book. I just did.

Editor’s note: Mike was in an Autoweek magazine article earlier
this year entitled “Love the One You’re With” recognizing people who have
driven outrageous numbers of miles in their cars. He couldn’t match Irv
Gordon’s 1.2 million miles in a Volvo P1800 (with a fixed roof, heater and
roll-up windows) but we’re guessing the other drivers didn’t rebuild their
own transmissions. Mike took time to provide this story and photos while
preparing for - of course - his next road trip. “Have to get back to work on
the new Speedster engine,” he wrote. “Hope to be ready to run on the test
stand in the next few days. Have to be ready for the Parade!”

An award “For Intelligent Driving”
In the early days Porsche took a page from VW's book and pre-

sented badges to owners who had driven their cars 100,000 km. The
Speedster reached this figure in about 2-1/2 yrs. I wrote to the factory
and received a letter congratulating me on my wise choice of cars and
an enameled badge that included the figure of "100,000 km" over the
graphic of a road leading off into the distance. Some time later the
odometer read the equivalent of 200,000 km so off went another let-
ter. In due time another badge arrived. Before the car had covered
300,000 km the factory discontinued presenting the badges. Did the
badgemaker die? Even though I was aware of the discontinuance, I
wrote anyway. After all, nothing ventured, nothing gained. I received a
letter  informing me that they no longer issued the badges but were
contemplating some other means of recognition and would put my
name on the list. I haven't heard anything since. 

In the meantime, as the car reached 4,5,6 and 700,000 km, a
friend painted over the numeral "1" with the appropriate new digit.
When it was time to change the "7" to "8", my friend begged off as
being unable to paint fine lines any longer.  (I'm not the only one who
doesn't eat peas with a fork anymore.) Fortunately, I was able to find
a sticker that comes close to the font, size and color. Voila-800,000
km! And the sheet of stickers includes a "9".  It is interesting to see the
increasing length of the intervals between the 100,000 km increments.
As stated  above, the first one took 2-1/2 yrs. The latest took 13 yrs.

84617’s odometer rolled over for the fifth time a few years ago, indicating a
half million miles or over 800,000 kilometers.

Mike and Judy Robbins pack carefully for their trips in the Speedster.



News Flash: Coupe That Could Still Can!
Tour Auto, April 2009: the Coupe in temporary new hands

(Isabelle Charoy/Teo Stok) finished fifth on index. It had been running
in 2nd but foam breakup in fuel tank blocked the system and hurt re-
sults at Spa Francochamps.

Pau Grand Prix Historic, May 2009: an amazing city race
similar to Monaco but tighter and more hills! Much history in F2 from
the ‘50s and ‘60s and a lovely setting near the Pyrenees Mountains. In
the one-hour endurance race the Coupe finished 14th from 26 en-
trants and 1st in index. It was a competitive field with six Lotus, Mini,
Ginetta, Cobra, Corvette, Ferrari, Jaguar, Aston Martin etc. Three 356s
participated, including  Marcus Schachtschneider who ran very well
with his ‘59 Carrera GT. This car had finished at LeMans in 1959. Karl
Hlock was on hand but did not need to touch the engine. 

This was an extremely challenging circuit! Each lap just under
two minutes, always twisting and very close to the Armco barriers -
cars were in a straight line for less than 15 seconds total. All three
356s ran well to the end. 

PS: Special thanks to Jim Newton Auto Associates for the 16"
wheels!

Story by Jack Logan, photos by the author, Suzana
Schactschneider and Dino Eisele.

Right and below: At the city circuit at Pau, in the far southwest of France.
Below right: A sampling of the competition on the pre-grid.
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Keep the original appearance and 
regain the performance lost through the 
years. All cast-iron distributors (383/9/18/22)
restored to the highest cosmetic standards 
possible, recurved and re-degreed to utilize the fuel
available today.   For further information...

GEARHEAD Co.
DON MARKS        AMITY, OREGON
Call between 6-9 p.m., Pacific time

503-835-8410

Distributors
Remanufactured

Correctly
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42 Years Racing Experience
We stock for Immediate Delivery

Phone 810-688-2059
Vic@356enterprises.com

3359 KingsMill Road
North Branch, MI 48461

Complete Performance
Parts & Prep

356356EENTERPRISESNTERPRISES
Vic & Barbara
Skirmantsʼ

www.356enterpr ises.com

NEW and IN STOCK!
4-G Tall 4th Gear allows a 600 rpm drop @
80 mph to 3600 rpm. Now you can really

cruise cross country!
Call or email for details about all
of our parts and our services.

325 Cordova Street, Suite B • Pasadena, CA 91101 • info@sierramadrecollection.com

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES SUPER STORE

www.sierramadrecollection.com | 1-888-986-4466
O E M  •  N O S  •  G e n u i n e  •  R e p r o d u c t i o n  •  A f t e r  M a r k e t

• EXCELLENT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

• WE CARRY A FULL INVENTORY OF 356 PRE-A TO 356C

• WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD

Reproduction VDM
Horn Button

Meister Schaften Badge
reproduction

Hella H4 European
headlight assembly

• Local pick-ups available
• Dealers welcome
• Same Day Shipping:
Cut-Off is 4:30 pm (PST)
& 7:30 pm (EST)

Thinkof
itasa health
assurance
card for

your Porsche.

w w w. r e n n w e r k e p o r s c h e t e c h n i c i a n s . c o m                   e - m a i l : r e n n w e r k e p o r s c h e @ h o t m a i l . c o m     

 

jack /winch pads

•  Protect your car from damage   
 caused by lifts and jacks
•  Great for winching on to trailers
•  Engineering polymer insert on 
 pads prevents damage 
•  Polymer insert guaranteed for 
 as long as you own the car
•  Anodized in clear, black, red, 
 or gold for corrosion resistance

Patent Pending

356 Specialties
480-707-7007
356Specialties.com

$495/set

Palo Alto
Speedometer

718 Emerson St.
Palo Alto, CA 94301-2410

Phone 650-323-0243
Fax 650-323-4632

Visit our Website at
www.paspeedo.com

Factory Trained
Expert Repair &
Restoration of:

Speedometers
Temp. Gauges
Tachometers
VDO & Others

Speed and RPM Changes

Specializing in 
356 Electric Tachometer

Conversions



http://daveloop.drumtable.
com/ 40 years in a Porsche 356. 
A Roadster S-90 owner docu-

ments his trepidation about buying a
car whose fan belt broke on the test
drive. 40 years later he’s still driving
the car. A great short story with some
fun old photographs.

http://auto.howstuffworks.com/porsche-356-history.htm
A complete timeline of the origins of Porsche. There is a list of 19 hy-

perlinks with more Porsche models and 356 variants.

www.porsche356ig.de/club.htm Porsche 356 Club in Deutsch-
land, now in their 30th year. At least they have the good taste to pirate the
photo of Santa with the Christmas tree in the 356. Great photos of Porsche
356 enthusiasts in Germany. 

Whipnotic is a video showcase
of mostly SoCal events and cars. There
are several Porsche videos, including
a clip on Chris Toy’s 3.3 Turbo 356
Coupe, the Queen Mary Porsche Con-
cours, John Benton talking about
912s and some other interesting
pieces like “Dead old lady still goes
to car shows”.

www.whipnotic.com/videos/viewvideo-597.html (Queen Mary)
www.whipnotic.com/whip-of-the-week/1964-porsche-outlaw.html
www.whipnotic.com/videos/viewvideo-596.html (Benton, 912)
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Truth in 24
One way to look at this is as a 98 minute advertisement for Audi. But

while it does promote the brand and their TDI Diesel racer, it is also a well-
crafted look at endurance racing, the LeMans series and the French mid-
summer race in particular. Available as a free download from iTunes (it
takes a while, especially in HD format) this movie is well worth the time for
anyone interested in sports car racing. The focus is on Audi’s efforts in the
series over the last several years (they have won LeMans eight times) but
it includes some great historical footage and quite a few images of Porsches
on the track. From Sebring to Monza to the Sarthe, you follow the team of
engineers, mechanics and drivers through strategy discussions, practice -
including pit stops - and the buildup to the 24 hours race. Interviews with
the managers, engine builders and especially the drivers are very interest-
ing. A highlight is Alan McNish’s description of driving a lap at speed while
viewing a tape of the track. Audi’s eventual victory in 2008 is presented as
a drama just as riveting as any theater movie, and you’ll come away with a
new appreciation of the planning, focus and strategy needed to win the
biggest prize in endurance racing.  Too bad it didn’t work out in 2009.

Trailers to view and wallpaper to download is available at
www.truthin24.com. The movie is free at www.itunes.com

Virtual Visits Charles Rollins

www.tamsoldracecarsite.net/
Tam McPartland has been collecting bits and pieces of people's pri-

vate collections from the golden era of Sports Car racing, mostly on the
West Coast. There are pages and pages of photos and several videos (like
356s racing at Santa Barbara). Images are indexed by driver, and each
photo has a detailed explanation of where and when, with interesting side-
lights. The text has clickable links to other sites where more details are
available. (Editor’s note: I’ve used this site for years for reference and
Tam has provided photos for our magazine. It’s a great site to visit.)

www.gyrodynehelicopters.com/xron_history.htm 
A web site with pictures and information on the Rotocycle, a personal

helicopter powered by a 55hp or a 72hp Porsche 356 engine.

www.doublegmotorsport.com/rrguide/rrguide.html
Considering participating or hosting a road rally? A guide to road ral-

lying, courtesy of Edinburgh University in the UK. Lots of good information
and some interesting perspective from the other side of the road.

www.dpccars.com/porsche/porsche.htm
An online collection of over 200 Porsche videos. Mostly newer

Porsche models but if you look hard there are a couple of videos with
Porsche rally cars and if you look close you can find the complete video of
“Victory by Design”.
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www.porsche.com/usa/accessoriesandservices/clas-
sic/genuineparts/originalpartscatalogue/

The 356/356A catalog is 355 pages, about 3.5 megabytes. B/C
catalog is 385 pages, about 5 megabytes to download. Early 911 and
912 manuals are slightly larger in size and can also be downloaded
for free.

Porsche Parts Catalogs Online
The official Porsche web site has more depth regarding older mod-

els than you might think. Of interest to owners of 356 and early 911 mod-
els, the company now offers complete parts manuals in pdf format for
download. You can keep the entire 356 series in a corner of your hard
drive, solving several problems at once.

If you’re a literature collector wanna-be, you’ve probably found that
good original parts manuals are a finite commodity, and getting expensive.
If you already have a set, you consider every use to be another chance to
damage the vinyl or cardboard cover. And when you do pull one out for a
look, it’s a hefty hunk of paper to deal with. Now in digital form, the PET
parts catalogs are free, pretty easy to use and they won’t wear out.

Comparing the electronic version with the originals, one obvious dif-
ference is in reproduction of the illustrations. Scanned in a resolution that
allows small overall file sizes, the drawings are somewhat jaggy but cer-
tainly acceptable for the purpose. The text is legible, in English only, sav-
ing a lot of page space, although a separate German version is available.
One advantage is the lack of blank pages, of which the originals have many.
There are only two pdf books: 356 / 356A and 356B / 356C, simplifying
things a bit from the hard copies and their supplements. 

The pdf pages are not direct copies of the originals; part numbers re-
flect the updates made over the years. For instance, you’ll find 928 part
numbers for such things as wheel weights. Even the part descriptions are
different. A 356C wheel is described as “Slotted rim, primer paint” in the
original C Supplement. PET’s text reads, “Perforated disc wheel, primer
painted”. This makes finding a part something of a challenge.

One great PDF attribute is the search feature, of course, and given a
list of items found in a search, clicking on one will immediately bring up
that page. The big maroon books of days gone by had a page up front that
delineated each section and pointed to the corresponding numbered tab.
In the electronic version, “bookmarks” in a left window show main groups
and subgroups. From there, you’re a click away from the first page of the
section you want. 

There are pitfalls, however. A search for “muffler” turned up several
four-cam exhaust pieces including the part I asked for. Pushrod engine
stuff could only be found by typing “exhaust”, and what was called a “muf-
fler” in my 1960 B parts manual is now referred to as a “Pot”. That had me
scratching my head until I noticed that in the tri-lingual original the French

term listed is “Pot d’échappement”. Perhaps I’m being too critical, but
sometimes I think, God save us from the translators.  

At Porsche’s web site there are also parts catalogs for 911/912 1965-
69 (there, the 912 muffler is listed as an “exhaust silencer”), 911 1970-
73, 964 and all the water pumpers through the 968. Curiously, there’s
nothing yet for the 1974-89 911s.

These catalogs are truly useful tools, free online, or available on a CD
from your local dealer, priced under $20. Online you will also find a list of
reproduction owner manuals, shop manuals and other literature available
from Porsche in several languages. Be aware, however, some of the older
pieces may not be the kind of exact reproduction you are looking for. 

Porsche has provided a tremendous service to owners of their older
models, and they deserve our thanks. GM
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The 34th International 356 meeting was held this year at its cus-
tomary time in May in Montreux, Switzerland. The city is on the
shore of Lake Geneva along what is called the “Swiss Riviera”. Ac-

cording to Laurent Missbauer, president of the Swiss Porsche 356 Club,
the theme of the event was the celebration of the 60th anniversary of
Porsche’s very first international display, which was at the International
Auto Show in Geneva in 1949. At this show, Ferry Porsche and his sister
Louise Piëch presented two Gmünd-built 356s: one Coupe and one Cabri-
olet and of particular significance, the Cabriolet coachwork was done by
the Swiss brothers, Ernst and Paul Beutler. 

It was entirely appropriate that exactly 60 years after the Geneva Auto
Show, the Swiss International 356 event was able to show two of those very
rare Gmünd cars thanks to Gaby and Thomas Straumann. Gaby drove her
ex-Otto Mathé Gmünd-Coupé through the entire event while Thomas al-
lowed the oldest production Porsche in existence, the Beutler-built Gmünd
Cabriolet 003 to be displayed in the main hall of the event headquarters,
the Fairmont Le Montreux Palace. Number 3 is the only survivor of a small
series of 6 cabriolets built by Beutler in 1949 in Thun Switzerland, which
is less than 60 miles from  Montreux. Beutler Cabriolet 003 is also the old-
est series production Porsche in the world still existing when you consider
that Number 1 was a one-off prototype. Since Number 1 is a mid-engine
configuration, Number 3 also has the distinction of being the oldest rear en-
gine Porsche in existence.

Arrival and hill climbs remembered
The event officially started on Thursday with 356 groups from all over

Europe and the world exchanging  warm greetings and renewing friend-
ships followed by a welcome dinner in the beautiful and very ornate main
banquet hall of the Fairmont Montreux Palace.  The Palace, built in 1909,
was a superb facility to host the event. Friday morning started with a tour
on some of the most beautiful Swiss Alps roads which included the famous
Sierre-Montana Hill Climb road which was the former European Hill Climb
Championship run. This was in keeping with the organizers’ celebration
of famous Porsche Hill Climb victories on two famous Swiss roads, Sierre-
Montana and Ollon-Villars. Event participants were able to drive both
Porsche motorsport historical roads, the first on Friday and the second on
Saturday morning.  

Friday evening’s highlight was a dinner cruise on Lake Geneva on the
Simplon, a circa-1920 twin paddle wheel ship which provided not only an
excellent dining experience but also enabled all the 356 gearheads an op-

From top: The Fairmont Montreax Palace, lakeside headquarters for the event.
Chuck and Marsha at a coffee stop on the way to Villars.
Gaby Straumann and her navigator check in during a drive.
Andreas Offermann and his wife Birgitta enjoyed the event in their Convertible D.
Retracing the route taken by many Porsche hillclimb drivers.
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By Chuck House

Photos by John Hearn,
Ken Ito, Alain Sauquet.
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portunity to view the huge two cylinder ship en-
gine in action. I, and I’m sure others, were glued
to the banister at least once during the evening
watching the gigantic crankshaft and connect-
ing rods in motion with oil fed by gravity through
decorative jars attached to the top of the rod big
ends. Every once in a while, they would have to
stop the ship to refill the oil supply jars for the
rods. Although the ship was old, it was in pris-
tine condition, something we’d all like to say
about our own 356s. The night was memorable
with unbelievable views of the shoreline as dusk
settled in.

Saturday morning we ventured off in our
356s to retrace the second famed Hillclimb
course, Ollon-Villars. In 1967, a special Porsche
built for the course made a record time of under four minutes - incredible
with so many hairpins (as witnessed by the Saturday participants). To put
this in perspective, event participants on Saturday took around 10 minutes
to briskly go up the hillclimb route in their 356s. The last race was run in
1971 when the increasing speed of the cars and safety concerns finally
forced the organizers to retire the route. See page 34 for more.

“The damp vault’s dayless gloom”
After returning from the Saturday tour, event participants were free to

explore Montreux and many, including myself, decided to tour Chateau de
Chillon. This 12th century castle on the shore of Lake Geneva was the home
of the Counts of Savoy until the 16th century when the Bernese or Swiss
took possession, but perhaps it is most famous from Lord Byron’s classic

An evening dinner cruise
on the 90-year-old Sim-
plon. The boat took 
diners past the Chillon
castle, later explored on
foot by many.



poem “The Prisoner of Chillon” which was in-
spired by the writer’s visit to the castle in 1816.
In a form of early 19th century graffiti, Byron
carved his name in one of the columns in the
dungeon which is still quite visible today.

Saturday evening culminated with an ele-
gant banquet at the Petit Palace across from the
hotel. Laurent Missbauer provided services as
the Master of Ceremonies with Dr. Andreas Of-
fermann from Porsche AG addressing the guests
and reminding all that had it not been for the
original Swiss order of 50 cars from the fledgling
car manufacturer, Porsche may not exist today.
He also discussed the rather hot topic of the sit-
uation between Porsche and VW and presented
a quite different view and prediction from those
most widely read in recent newspaper reports.
His confidence in Porsche’s ultimate emergence
from this struggle in a strong position was heart-
ening to the Porsche enthusiasts in attendance.
Finally, after awards were given (concours win-
ners were picked by the 356 Club presidents in
attendance), all the presidents from interna-
tional 356 clubs awarded a customary gift to the
host club’s president, Laurent Missbauer in a
brief ceremony which has been a tradition for

Ernst and Paul Beutler didn’t only build the
six Gmünd Cabriolets, at the end of the 50s and
early 60s they also built Beutler cars based on
the 356 chassis or running gear with four seats.
Two were at the event; a very rare Porsche 356
Beutler 4-seater from ‘62 and a ‘59 Beutler
Porsche-Volkswagen 4-seater with 356 engine
which was the personal car of Ernst Beutler.

many years. As the evening wound down, a cur-
tain lifted and a rock band started playing songs
from Queen and rolled into “Smoke on the
Water” which of course, is an often requested
tune in Montreux. 

Event participants enjoyed brunch Sunday
morning and unfortunately it was time for good-
byes to friends, old and newly aquired. The 34th
edition of the International 356 event was a huge
success and on behalf of the 356 Registry, I
thank Laurent Missbauer, his organizing com-
mittee and the Swiss Porsche 356 Club for their
most generous hospitality and we all look for-
ward to the 35th International 356 event to be
held next year in Leipzig, Germany. 

The Beutler legacy lives on
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This page from top: reviewing
the quiz sheets which featured
vintage photos to be identified. 

Admiring the views from yet an-
other scenic stop during one of
the drives.

Cars parked together for a lunch
stop in a Montreaux plaza. 

Dr. Andreas Offermann ad-
dresses the Saturday evening
dinner gathering.



www.356Registry.com •  July / August  2009    33

Montreux is known for many things and re-
cently, for music. Its famous annual Jazz Festi-
val has been a destination for many music
groups and fans since 1967. Freddie Mercury
made Montreux his home in his later years and
of course, Deep Purple fans all recognize the city
from the song “Smoke on the Water” in which
the lyrics tell the true story of a Frank Zappa fan
firing off a flare gun during a 1971 indoor con-
cert at the Montreux Casino (which is down the
street from the event hotel) on the shore of Lake
Geneva which “burned the place to the ground”.
Almost 3,000 people were in attendance but no
one was seriously hurt. 

Statues outside the Montreaux Palace hotel honor
musicians who have played in Montreaux including
Ray Charles, Freddy Mercury and B.B. King,

Music in Montreaux

This page from top: 
Saturday evening’s gala
dinner took place in a 
banquet hall adjacent to
the hotel. At left Robert
Brocker from Holland and
Ken Ito from California join
a table of attendees from
Japan in a salon of “Le
Petit Palais”. The hotel by
night shows off its charm
as a “Jewel of Belle-
Époque Architecture.”

Representatives of 356
clubs from eleven countries
took turns congratulating
Laurent Missbauer (right)
and presenting him with
gifts of appreciation for 
organizing a spectacular
event.

Chuck House gave Dr.
Missbauer an engraved
piece from members of
356 Registry in the USA.

The band played, couples
danced and two of the 
oldest 356s at the event
looked on from either side
of the stage.



ragged edge of safety, the car proved able to en-
dure rough treatment on mountain roads. It was
this car in which Gerhard Mitter came in 1st
overall and was the first to break the four minute
barrier with a new record of 3 min., 55 sec. (av-
erage speed of 122.3 km/h). 

Ollons-Villars is an 8 km twisting run
that rises some 800 meters on the roads be-
tween Ollon and Villars through Chesieres. It
was run from 1953 to 1971, and in the last few
years there have been occasional re-creations of
the event. The scenery has been described as a
majestic although you are advised to pay atten-
tion to the road, which in places would require
a parachute if you went off.   
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Otto Mathe in his Gmünd coupe ascending the Turrach pass in Austria, during the Int’l Austrian AlpenFahrt, 1953. 

A Matter of Degree:

Porsches and Hill Climbs

Hillclimbing in Europe has long history
in auto racing, and Porsches have taken

part from almost the beginning of the marque.
Many famous Porsche drivers drove in Ollon-
Villars for the European Hillclimb Championship
such as Wolfgang von Trips, Heini Walter,
Huschke von Hanstein, Herbert Müller, Hans
Herrmann and Edgar Barth just to name a few.
Back in the ‘50s and ‘60s, the championship
venue alternated between Sierre-Montana and
Ollon-Villars. In 1958, French driver Jean Behra
(Porsche 1500) was the first to drive from Ollon
to Villars at an average speed faster than 100
km/h (4 minutes, 46 seconds) at 100.458
km/h). In 1960, then-current World Champion
Jack Brabham participated but had no chance
against overall winner Edgar Barth (Porsche).
In 1962 Joachim Bonnier clocked the fastest
time with a Formula 1 Porsche 8 cylinder in 4
min., 28 sec.  

About this time at the other end of Switzer-
land, Ferdinand Piëch was studying engineering
in Zurich, and while a student there, his car was
a Porsche with short gears which he regularly
drove over the steep mountain passes. We can
assume he was intimately familiar with the chal-
lenges of hill climbing.  In 1966 he took charge
of the Experimental Department at Porsche but
during the previous year he had helped prepare
a special Spyder for Gerhard Mitter. This space-
frame racer with a flat eight was still being tested
only four days before the August, 1965 Ollon-
Villars event. Mitter was beaten there by
Scarfiotti’s Ferrari, but the frame design was
adapted for the new 906, a car which would set
new standards for racing success at Porsche.

Program cover from 1967 features an earlier Spyder

The next year Mitter’s hybrid Porsche, with
Lotus wheels and suspension parts and known
as the “Ollon-Villars Spyder”, helped him win
the 1966 hillclimb championship. Another car ,
the 910, made its hillclimb debut that year, and
as the 1967 season started it was Porsche’s
front-line weapon in mountain trials.

Two 910 coupes were adapted to fit the
1967 hillclimb regulations which basically threw
minimum weight out the window. Built as Spy-
ders they had thin, minimal fiberglass bodies
and ultra lightweight suspension parts. 910
Bergspyder #910025 was built with an alu-
minum frame, titanium calipers, even beryllium
brake discs. Porsche was testing the limit of
weight reduction, and though treading the

Hillclimbing is a specialty within motorsports, and Porsche created hybrid roadracers, like this 8 cylinder Elva-
Porsche to challenge the European mountains. Photos courtesy Jens Torner and the Porsche Archives.

By Laurent Missbauer 
and Gordon Maltby
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Heini (Heinrich) Walter was born in
Alpental (Switzerland) July 28, 1927. At

2 years old, his family moved to Aesch near
Basel, where he lived the rest of his life. His par-
ents had a garage and after he learned the job of
mechanic (cars and motorcycles) at Hess
(Basel) for 2 years, he started working in the
family workshop. His parents also had a taxi
company, so Heini spent time driving, and began
to develop his own techniques.

It was Heini's father who motivated him to
start racing after the war. Only 3 days before an
ACS-Section mountain race, Heini and his father
bought a 2 liter Bugatti. He choose the Bugatti
over an Alfa Romeo since the Bugatti was 20
years old, exactly the age of Heini. In his first
race, he finished second.

onship. In the championship race, heading from
Tiefenkastel to Lenzerheide, Porsche had him
drive a factory race car for the first time.

In 1958 Heini bought the Carel Beaufort
Porsche 550 (550-042) and won the Swiss
Sportscar Championship again. In the European
Mountain Championship he finished 8th.

1959 was his most successful year, after he
bought a Porsche RSK (718-029). He won the
German Rennsportmeisters and kept great pi-
lots such as Joachim Bonnier and Wolfgang von
Trips behind. In the European Mountain Cham-
pionship Edgar Barth gained overall victory, and
Heini finished 2nd. That same year he became
for the 3rd time Swiss Sportscar Championship.

1960 and 1961 were the years Heini Wal-
ter won the European Mountain Championship
and the Swiss Sportscar Championship in a
Porsche RSK and Porsche RS 60 (718-042). He
raced in a few Formula Junior races, with a
Sauter-DKW and for the Ecurie Hoba in a MBM.
As a co-pilot Heini raced rallies too, achieving a
7th place in the Rally of Monte-Carlo in a works
Sunbeam. In 1960 he bought a restaurant in
Aesh, which soon became a gathering place for
motor-sport enthusiasts.

At the 1962 German Grand-Prix, Walter
raced a 4 cylinder Porsche F1 for Scuderia Fil-
ipinetti. He started in the 4th row and in bad
weather conditions finished 14th. In 1963, he
again raced for the team in a Porsche RS60,
which he sold to them and finished 2nd in the
European Mountain Championship. In mid-
1963 he left Scuderia Filipinetti and Carlo Abarth
offered him a place till end of the season but
Heini Walter prefered to drive Porsches.

In 1964, he bought a Porsche 904 GTS.
Mid-year he crashed the car and had to buy an-
other 904 but despite the accident, he achieved
1st place in the GT class of the European Moun-
tain Championship.

1965 Heini had the opportunity to buy a
Ferrari 250LM to drive it in the GT-Class. How-
ever, the car couldn't get a homologation since
there weren't enough built so he competed in
the prototype class. After a crash, he cut the roof
off and created a one-off 250LM Spyder. In 1966
Walter drove both a Porsche Carrera 6 and the
Ferrari. In 1967 he bought a Porsche 910 in
which he achieved some minor race victories
Oktober 1st 1967 Heini drove his last race at the
Hockenheim ring, and finished 2nd.

In 1968 he wanted to drive the 1000km of
the Nurburgring, but he had a crash during the
practice and couldn't start the race.

After the death of his father in 1968, Heini
continued the family company. He still owned
his restaurant, and started a business in real-es-
tate too, which meant he had to retire from rac-
ing. From time to time, he was asked by the
Swiss Television to comment races. Despite a se-
vere illness and being forced to a wheelchair,
Heini Walter enjoyed visits a lot and he cele-
brated his 80th birthday with a big party.

April 4, 2009 was his last public appear-
ance at a race-pilot gathering at Roggwill Race-
Inn. Heini Walter died on May 12.

Heini Walter, Porsche Pilot by Tim Havermans

PARTS
NEW•USED•RARE

BODY•ENGINE•TRANS
356•CARRERA•911

GT LIMITED SLIP DIFFS
GEARS•SPECIAL RACE PARTS

7191 E. Arapahoe Rd., Boulder, CO 80303
303-443-1343 Ph. • 303-444-3715 Fax

www.carquip.com

In 1955 Heini bought the Merkel-Porsche
and drove it in the 1100 cc class, and won all
races. On track to win the Swiss Mountain
Championship, during a tech inspection, it was
discovered the engine was a 1300. Heini was
disqualified and later said that was the greatest
disappointment he ever had in his life.

Despite the disappointment, in 1956 he
continued racing and had a car built by the fa-
mous race pilot and body maker Kurt Sauter.
The engine was a rebuilt Porsche 1500. No
major races were won with this car, and Heini
had a severe crash with it in a mountain race.

In 1957 he bought a Porsche 550 , proba-
bly 550-010, and it was with this car that Heini
Walter won his first Swiss Sportscar Champi-

In a Porsche RS, 1963 Cesana-Sestriere hillclimb

Photos courtesy www.heiniwalter.ch/

Read more at www.liebe-zu-ihm.be 
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Afew months after receiving his first two Porsches in late 1950, the influential US importer Max
Hoffman was pressuring Porsche to develop a low-cost sports car specifically targeted at the
American Market. In response Porsche created the America Roadster but it was unsuccessful at

least in part due to the bankruptcy of body builder Gläser Karosserie. Nevertheless Hoffman persisted
in his demand for a $3,000 car and Porsche launched the Speedster, bodied by Reutter in 1954.

Ferry Porsche was never enthused with the
austere Speedster concept. In the original ver-
sion of Excellence Was Expected, Ludvigsen
provides the following quote by Ferry. Stripping
a car “only degrades it, without achieving the in-
tended results. Lowering the price is of little help
to selling more cars. In fact, it doesn’t help at
all.” In retrospect, Ferry may have rethought his
words because a lower-cost, entry-level model
was a sales tool that Porsche, the company,
seemed to embrace in later years. 

It is questionable whether the company
was making any significant profit off their inex-
pensive “bathtub.” Perhaps its real value was in
the free publicity the car generated. The mid-
1950s was a time when enthusiasts tossed their
sports car around the track on Saturday and
Sunday and then used the same vehicle for trans-
portation to work during the week. Sports Car
magazines dutifully reported that Speedsters
dominated Class F production racing and it
seems highly likely that drivers would recount
their sensational weekend track battles with col-
leagues at work on Monday.

At the same time however, the Porsche fac-
tory placed its racing stakes in a series of mid-
engine cars designated Types 550, 550A and
718. These purpose-built racers were success-
fully competing on the international stage and
firmly establishing Porsche as a builder of high-
performance race cars. Hoffman coined the
term Spyder for the factory track star and it was
not long before he was putting “customer” Spy-
ders into the hands of the US’s most capable
competitors. Although the Spyder cost over twice
that of a Speedster, Porsche’s purpose-built
racer increasingly stole glamour from their in-
expensive weekend warrior. continued p. 38

This very early photograph was taken as a publicity
shot for the new Speedster D. The car in the picture
is the first prototype chassis 85501 formed by modi-
fying the doors and the rear cockpit panels of a
Speedster. Note the Speedster D emblem on the alu-
minum trim strip. Before production began, Porsche
decide to disassociate their new roadster from its di-
rect predecessor and changed the name to Convert-
ible and then to Convertible D.

Back in 1990 John Wilhoit found the unassembled
prototype without its original engine. He managed to
purchase the car and locate the original 1600 Super
motor. Periodically John would work on the car and
after major metal work was complete he displayed
the unpainted body at the June 2004 Speedster cele-
bration in Monterey. This event gave John additional
enthusiasm and Convertible D prototype 85501 was
faithfully restored to its original configuration in Jan-
uary 2007. The car is no longer in the US but now in
Germany in the collection of Wolfgang Porsche.

The      at Fifty

By Phil Carney,
Convertible D owner.

Photos courtesy Jens Torner
and the Porsche archives,
Hal Thoms and Phil Carney.
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This 1959 photograph was taken in the showroom of the Storey-
Ricketts dealership in Long Beach, CA. From left to right, the men
featured in the picture are: John von Neumann (President of
Competition Motors), Joe Ricketts (President of Storey-Ricketts),
Clea Harrison (General Sales Manager of Storey-Ricketts), and
Samuel Weill Jr. (Executive Vice President of Competition Motors)
The Porsche 356 of course is the Convertible D model. There
were 1,330 cars built and most were shipped to the US.

Drauz Karosseriewerke of Heilbronn was one of the three body builders that bid
to build bodies for Porsche on their return to Zuffenhausen. They were high bid-
der and did not win this initial body contract. However, because Reutter was at
capacity building Coupe and Cabriolet bodies, Porsche decided to have Drauz
build their new Convertible D. Drauz was known for excellence in open bodies.

Porsche produced an elegant brochure entitled
Racy Elegance which covered all of the 356A
models. The September 1957 edition included a
full page photograph of the Speedster. A year
later this page pictured a photograph of a simi-
larly colored Convertible D posed at exactly the
same angle (right). Porsche also produced a colorful, single-page, four-fold
brochure dedicated just to the D (above). As might be expected, this brochure
specially noted the “large rear window,” “the new wrap-around, reinforced
windshield give(s) you horizon-wide visability (sic),” “new convenient roll-up
windows,” “and windshield washers are standard equipment too!”

Huschke von Hanstein was Porsche’s race team manager and Public Relations
director. In this photo he is introducing his friend Carel de Beaufort to the new
Porsche 356A Convertible D. Behind the men is a Spyder RSK which is likely
718-027 owned and privately raced by de Beaufort. Also note the A Coupe in
the background with a twin grill on the engine compartment. This indicates it
is a 1959 Carrera Deluxe GS. There also a another photo showing a twin grill
used on a Convertible D so perhaps in 1959 Porsche was toying with the idea
of putting this improvement into production on all cars.
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The biggest factor that affected the future
of the Speedster was sales volume. Porsche’s
two-seater initially sold quite well but between
1955 and 1958, annual Coupe sales more than
doubled, Cabriolet sales increased by almost a
factor of six and Speedster sales were flat. So in
an attempt to reverse the trend, a major upgrade
to the Speedster was developed for model year
1959. Reutter was near capacity just building
Coupes and Cabriolets so Drauz Karosseriew-
erke of Heilbronn was selected to build the bod-
ies for Porsche’s new roadster which would
eventually be given the name Convertible D.
Drauz was one of three companies from which
Porsche had solicited bids when it decided to
build steel 356s in Germany. The company was
known for excellence in building bodies for
open cars and their fine craftsmanship was evi-
dent in the Porsche cars they built. When Motor
Trend evaluated the new roadster in 1959 they
were exceptionally complimentary of the Drauz-
built cars. “The (Convertible D) Porsche is a
masterpiece of fitting and close tolerances in its
body construction. The wonder is that any
coachbuilder can work so accurately.”

Since Porsche was building the Spyder for
racing and Ferry was not a fan of stripped-down
356 variants, there was no reason to make the
Convertible D a track star or as basic as the
Speedster. It was important, however to preserve
its predecessor’s sporty image. So craftsman at
Drauz started with a Speedster body and began
reworking it to eliminate the biggest drawback:
claustrophobia and poor-visibility when the top
was erected. To accomplish this they used a
taller windshield and a reshaped, detachable
(although you really don’t want to do that)
chrome-frame. A new sturdier convertible top
was designed which necessitated reshaping the
rear fender panels. The combined changes were
a very successful compromise. The increased
windshield height made the car less sleek in ap-
pearance, but the chrome frame maintained a
very pleasing, sporty detail which is common to
all 356 roadsters.

The second priority, which affected both
styling and practicality, was modification to the
doors to allow use of roll-up windows. Snap-on
windows, as used in the Speedster, had become
an antiquated concept and even stodgy British
manufacturers were eliminating this pre-war
feature. Drauz workers built and fitted a new
wind-up window mechanism inside the door
and subtly modified the top edge to form a good
seal against the glass window. In its up position
the glass rested against rubber trim strips at-
tached to the windshield frame and convertible
top. Although not perfect, the design did keep
over ninety percent of bad weather on the out-
side of the car.

Convertible Ds were bodied by
Drauz and then trucked some 50km
south to Stuttgart where final as-
sembly took place in the same as-
sembly line as the Reutter Coupes
and Cabriolets. This August 1958
photograph was taken in the yard
outside of Werk II in Zuffenhausen.
The Convertible Ds are being
loaded on a transport probably
bound for Bremerhafen where they
will be loaded on a ship for export
to the United States.

The D was never considered a serious race car but this did not stop privateers from entering the model into com-
petition. If you wanted to enjoy track time at Lime Rock (above) or powering through the Nürburgring Streckenab-
schnitt Karussel (middle photo), the Convertible D was the cheapest weekend fun you could purchase from
Porsche during model year 1959. And of course you could drive it to work on Monday come rain or shine.
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The last major change was replacing the
thinly-padded bucket seats used in the Speed-
ster with the same type of seats used in the
Coupe and Cabriolet. This did not affect the out-
ward appearance of the car but it did send a
clear message that the Convertible D was de-
signed for use on the road and not on the track.
Interestingly, the unique Speedster dash was re-
tained which featured a key to the right of the
steering wheel and no openings for a radio,
cigar lighter, ash tray or glove box. To
offset the missing glove box, pockets
were incorporated in the carpeted kick
panel and door panels of the Convert-
ible D. Windshield washers were stan-
dard equipment, sunvisors were a
commonly selected option but sound-
proofing, a rear seat cushion and a de-
tachable hard top were not available.
Regardless of absent features, the Con-
vertible D weighed in at 1900 lbs, just
30 pounds lighter than the Coupe and
110 lbs heavier than the Speedster.

Drauz’s first prototype was sent to
Porsche for inspection and approval
around June 1958. Two such proto-
types, chassis 85501 and 85502, were
built before production began for
model year 1959 a little over a month
later. At the 1958 Paris Auto Show, car
85501 was displayed with the script
Speedster D tacked on the waistline alu-
minum trim strip, just in front of the dri-
ver’s side door. The Speedster name was
evidently retained to indicate the car lin-
eage and the D, of course, stood for
Drauz. This script may also have been
used on the second prototype but be-
fore the first brochure was produced
the new model name was changed to Convert-
ible and then finally to Convertible D. Evidently
the Porsche marketing organization thought the
Speedster nomenclature would be more of a li-
ability than an asset in selling the more er-
gonomic Convertible D. Like the Speedster
though, the target market for the Convertible D
was North America although cars were also sold
in Europe.

Photographs show that at least one Con-
vertible D was produced with a twin grill which
may have been just an experiment. Twin grills
were used on Porsche’s earliest roadster, the
America Roadster, but they would not be a stan-
dard feature until the introduction of the T6 in
1962. Another interesting Convertible D exper-
iment occurred inside the engine compartment.
The Convertible D was offered with a choice of
the 1600 ($3,695 in California) or 1600 Super
engines (an additional $425). However it is be-
lieved that two cars were equipped with Carrera

This advertisement was intended to show
the buying public that Porsche’s new road-
ster was more nicely equipped than its
predecessor. The words declare the 
Convertible D to be “… a subtle blend of
power, elegance and comfort…” The
Gatsby hat, scarf and pipe are evidently 
intended to send this same message and
maybe a subliminal suggestion that the
new model had a bit of British sports car
flare embedded in it.

The big change between the Speedster and
Convertible D were improved ergonomics
in areas where the Speedster had been
criticized. Porsche raised the height of the
windshield and reshaped the chrome sur-
round to provide better weather-proofing
with a taller canvas top. The use of pre-
war side curtains had become dated so the
door was reshaped to enclose roll-up win-
dows. Finally the Speedster’s thinly-padded
bucket seats were replaced with the stan-
dard seats used in the Coupes and Cabrio-
lets. Interestingly, the Spartan Speedster
dash without radio, lighter, ashtray or
glove box was retained, although locking
door panel pouches were available.

engines and competed at the Nürburgring dur-
ing 1959. The inspiration for and fate of these
two strangers is unknown.

Assuming all chassis numbers equate to
cars built, a total of 1,330 Convertible Ds were
produced only during model year 1959. The fol-
lowing year Porsche introduced the 356B T5
and the Convertible D successor was renamed
the Roadster. Rarity however is not what makes
the Convertible D a collectable car today. It is re-

ally because of its exceptional styling combined
with excellent usability. In its April 1959 review,
R & T stated, “The changes in the Porsche
Speedster, now called the Convertible D, are im-
provements and will make an alreadysuccessful
car even more so.” This is just as true fifty years
later. If you want to drive a most attractive 356A
for a thousand miles and not fear weather con-
ditions or a sore butt, you want to be in a Con-
vertible D. I can firmly attest to that.
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The “Other” 
Porsche D

The Porsche 356 Roadster
chronicle began in 1948

with 356-001 being hand-built by the
Porsche team in Gmünd, Austria.
The first "series" production con-
sisted of sixteen aluminum America
Roadsters built by Gläser in 1952 be-
fore that firm went bankrupt. 

In 1954 Reutter began produc-
ing the iconic Speedster and as the
previous article describes that model
was succeeded by the Drauz-built
Convertible D in model year 1959.
After only one year's production, the
Drauz Roadster entered onto the
scene. Beginning with chassis 89011
in 1961, D'Ieteren of Belgium fin-
ished up 356 Roadster construction
after producing 473 T-5 Roadsters
followed by 249 twin-grill T-6s. 

Belgium's D'Ieteren Porsche
connection goes back well before
1959; it was one of the earliest im-
porters of Porsche 356s (see ad
graphic) but its role as a body
builder for Porsche was less than
one year. 

Today D’Ieteren is no longer
building cars, but is involved in three
main areas. The company distributes
Volkswagen, Audi, Seat, Skoda, Bent-
ley, Lamborghini, Bugatti, Porsche
and Yamaha in Belgium. They also
have a car rental  franchise in Eu-
rope, Africa, Asia and the Middle
East, and distribute automotive glass
in Europe and the Americas.

Phil Carney
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Specializing in:
RESTORATIONS,
SERVICE AND
PARTS for
PORSCHE
Automobiles

• Mechanical repairs
• Body restoration
including welding or
replacing floorpans
and understructure

• Engine and transmission
rebuilding

• Repair / rebuild brake
systems

• Interior work
• Window glass
• Electrical system repair
• Fuel systems

30 Years
Experience

CHRIS RADBILL
Automotive Repair &

Restoration
906 Old Fernhill Road Unit 6
West Chester, PA 19380

610-701-9401
Email: radbillauto@verizon.net

www.radbillauto.com

NORTH HOLLYWOOD
SPEEDOMETER

& CLOCK COMPANY
6111 Lankershim Blvd., 

North Hollywood, CA 91606

Phone: 818-761-5136
Fax: 818-761-4857

Email: info@nhspeedometer.com
www.nhspeedometer.com

OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 
AND SATISFACTION

Please call or write for our free 
Custom Porsche Instrument catalog

NORTH HOLLYWOOD
SPEEDOMETER

& CLOCK COMPANY

Your 356 & 911 Instruments
Service & Concours Restoration

Shop since 1955

VDO

NOS wheel

cylinder bleeder screw

rubber cap
$4 each

International Mercantile Manufacturer/Distributor Since 1971

P.O. Box 2818 Del Mar, California 92014-5818 (800) 356-0012 (760) 438-2205
Fax (760) 438-1428 email: internationalmercantile@hotmail.com or www.im356-911.com

Call,
write or
email
for our
lastest
catalog!

German Tech, Inc.  
10881 75th St. N. Largo, FL 33777 (727) 547-0818 or (800) 200-1231 info@germantech.com 

 

Your 
1 Stop 

For All Your  
Porsche Needs 

- Old Or New -  
 

Service & Repair Of German Cars 
Porsche  BMW  Mercedes  Audi VW 

 

The Whatzit Revealed

The copper strip is the ground strap
inside the “flash” button on the steering
wheel, T-2. Thanks to Ed Rutherford
(www.cyberwerkstatt.com).

Do you have a Whatzit?
Send to the editor via email (and be

sure to tell me what it is!

The Whatzit revealed
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Hershey was a surprise for everyone
this year. A blue sky and warm tem-
peratures greeted attendees to the

world’s largest Porsche swap meet. Hosted every
year by Central Penn Region of the PCA, a legion
of hard working volunteers had the event site in
good order for the hundreds of vendors and
more than a thousand shoppers, tire kickers and
lookers.

There were good bargains for 356ers if you
looked hard enough. It seems that the recession
has motivated people to clean out their garages
and basements.Everything from tools to toys
where to be found on the many vendor tables.  

The car show has grown to immense pro-
portions. The 356 portion spanned the history of
our favorite car. Split window coupes to C Cabri-
olets glistened in the unusually sunny sky.

In this day of online auctions it was good to
see that the social aspect of this long running
event is even more important than the parts.

Hershey All-Porsche Swap Meet, 2009

Story and photos by Ted Zombek

Hershey is Chocolate Town, USA, but in April it’s also
one of the world’s largest Porsche parts-shopping
venues. You can find everything from shiny Distler
models to less-shiny versions of the real thing, and
just about all the bits you can imagine. This year the
sunshine brought out a large number of 356s for the
car show (below) and hundreds of Porsche friends
who reconnected over tables of parts. Many regular
356 vendors and specialists were present, like Ray
WIlls who reproduces tools (opp. center) and Pete
Bartelli, a tool expert from Florida (bottom).
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356 Special ists
•Show quality painting
•Metalwork, rust and 

collision repairs
•Engine and transmission 

rebuilding
•Interior installation

•Cars / parts bought and sold
•Large used parts inventory

•Appraisals and pre-purchase
inspections

Same location since 1976
Visitors welcome!

1360 Gladys Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90804
Tel. (562) 439-3333
Fax (562) 439-3956

www.WillhoitAutoRestoration.com

 

356 Tall 4th Gear Available - 28/21 Ratio
Quality 356 Repair & Restoration
Vintage Race Preparation

WAYNE
BAKER
OWNER

email: waynebaker@earthlink.net
See us on the web at:
www.waynebakerracing.com

(858) 586-7771 * Fax (858) 586-1669
8645 Commerce Ave.

San Diego, California 92121

356-911
& 4-Cam

PANELWERKS

BILL KEMPER
9460 Hamilton Drive
Mentor, Ohio 44060
(440) 639-1556
(440) 639-1779 FAX 

PANELWERKS
A COMPLETE SPORTS CAR REPAIR FACILITY

Offering Professional Service for your Vintage or Performance 356 and 911
From Metal and Paint to Ground-Up Restorations

INCLUDING: INTERIORS, CARPETS & TOPS, ENGINE, DRIVETRAIN

Berlin 300-Chrome Plated Brass SL 300-Brushed Aluminum
• Senior - 4.0” Diameter  • Junior - 3.5” Diameter  

• Several Mounting Systems • Flat or Convex Mirrors

PO Box 509, Whittier, CA 90608
www.talbotco.com • Ph. 562-699-8887 • Fax 562-699-2288

dealer inquiries invited



Later coins continued that design policy: 1991 the 911 Turbo;
1992 the 968; 1993 the Turbo 3.6; 1994 the 993 “911 Carrera;” 1995
the 993 Carrera and Carrera 4; 1996 the 911 glass-roofed Targa; 1997
the Boxster; 1998 the 996 “911;” 1999, the 911 and a Boxster S; 2000
the 911 Turbo; and 2001 celebrated plants in Stuttgart and Leipzig.
After 2001, my calendar coins are still attached to their unpacked, but
carefully stored, calendars. In a future issue I will simply list the primary
depictions of the 2002-2009 coins.

The early coins delivered with calendars appear to be bronze, with
many color shade variations, moving progressively darker over the
years.  It is entirely possible that the colors change as the metal did, dif-
ferent alloys being used.  

The red-boxed sets shown here were factory gift sets, given to hon-
ored dealers, distributors, race drivers, and others – but according to
my factory friend Rolf Sprenger, not to Porsche employees. In the gift
sets the bronze coins were alloyed differently and polished to appear
golden in color.  There are also silver coins sets for special friends of
the factory.  

In 1983, Jim Perrin and I made a list of all the coins issued with
calendars to that point, and valued complete collections at $750. My
best memory is that the collections escalated in price to about $1,200
perhaps 10 years ago, and then leveled off. In recent years there seems
to have been lower interest in the coins as a couple of collections have
been slow to sell at the big LA Literature Meet. Although the sales points
are few and far between, the gift sets seem to be more desirable. Based
on limited experience, the bronze ones tend to sell for circa $300-500
and the silver sets for $1,000+. 

If you have any insights into the uses of the coin sets, or know of
additional variations, please email to me at KellyCT@optonline.net. As
always, questions or comments or suggestions are welcome. 

Keep the faith, Prescott.
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hristophorus is the title of the Porsche Factory magazine. The
first edition was issued in 1952, with the first 17 editions avail-
able in German-language only.  Starting with #18, the factory

added the English-language edition, and the two continued side-by-side
for years, 17 digits apart, until Porsche adopted synchronized numbers
in the 1990s.  Starting in 1956, the factory added Christophorus calen-
dars.  (Please see Registry Volume 26, Numbers 2 and 3, July-August
and September-October 2002, for articles on the 1956-1961
Christophorus calendars.)

Then, starting in 1962, with the seventh annual Christophorus cal-
endar, the Porsche factory added a small but weighty bonus, the first
“calendar coin.” Minted in bronze, it was about two inches in diameter
and about 1/16-inch in thickness. On its obverse it depicted a modern
interpretation of the traditional St. Christopher, patron saint of travel,
and on the reverse a complicated multi-month calendar for 1962, giv-
ing name to “calendar coin.” The front had a legend embossed around
the top right-side rim, “Zeitschrift fur die Freunde des Hauses Porsche”
or “Magazine for the Friends of the House of Porsche,” referring to the
principle carrier of the name.  

Presumably, one would mount the paper flip-page calendar on a
wall and add the calendar coin to one’s wallet or pocket. The factory
has continued to issue calendar coins every year. The second edition in
1963 honored the life of the Professor, Ferdinand Porsche, with the ob-
verse depicting his head and denoting his life span, 3.9.1875-30.1.1951.
Again the reverse has a complicated 12-month calendar. For 1964, the
strategy for depiction changed. The obverse showed the “erste Porsche
Konstruktion – 1900” with a depiction of the first automobile Professor
Porsche designed, the Lohner-Porsche chaise. The reverse had the
Porsche shield and the company’s formal name and town.

In 1965 the strategy started to settle down with the front showing
a car, here the 904, and the reverse a calendar, something that would
continue for years in several forms. In 1966 the front depicted the
911/912. 1967 was an aberration with a racing helmet on the front.
1968 showed the 1910 Austro-Daimler Prince Henry, a car designed by
the Professor that famously won the Prince Henry Trials that year. For
1969 the obverse depicted the 908 short-tail coupe. Then came a run of
automobiles designed by the Professor or his eponymous firm founded
in 1931: For 1970, the 1934 Auto Union Typ 22 Rennwagen “silver
arrow;” for 1971, the 1914 Austro-Daimler Stadt Coupe; for 1972, the

1948 Cisitalia Grand Prix Wagen, the 1.5-liter Formula race car that
earned the design fees needed to ransom Professor Porsche from a
French prison; for 1973, a 1921 Austro-Daimler touring car; for 1974,
the 1972 917-10; and in 1975 the coin celebrated the centennial of the
birth of the Professor.

Starting in 1976, the calendar coins would depict newly introduced
Porsches, either race or street cars: 1976 showed the new 911 Turbo;
1977 depicted the 924 and was the last coin to have a calendar on the
reverse; 1978 had the 928; 1979 showed the 935; 1980 depicted the
936; 1981 had the 924 Carrera GT; 1982 showed the 944; 1983 fea-
tured the return of the Cabriolet, the first 911 Cab; 1984 showed the
new 956; 1985 had the 959; 1986 depicted the 944 Turbo; 1987 fea-
tured the 928S4; 1988 showed the company’s second try at an Indy race-
car (below); 1989 had the 911 Speedster; and 1990 showed the new
Carrera 2/4 model.

Prescott Kelly C
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The “Christophorus” Coins
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The early gift set with twelve calendar coins from 1962 through 1973 in a dark red
case (above). A similar display box held a calendar coin set covering another 12
years, 1974-1985.  Right: The first twelve calendar coins from 1962-1973, shot here
in low light to show coins in detail.

Here we see six representative calendar coins between 1968 (top left) and 1995
(lower right), demonstrating the variations in colors over the years.  

Above: A later set of 15 coins from 1976 through 1990. Contents shown at right in
low light to show details. Below right: The same big set of 15 coins, 1976-1990, in
brighter light that worked just right to show coins in best color without a burn out.
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check in on Rennlist.com pretty often.  It covers just about every-
thing Porsche in a variety of pages, and there are always some in-
teresting threads on their forums. The 356 forum is pretty quiet,

thanks no doubt to our popular 356 Registry forum, so I mainly stop by
to see what the 911 and 993 guys are talking about.  

A while back, someone on the 993 forum started a thread about
what owners most liked about their 993 cars. Not surprisingly, big butts
were at the top of the list, but there were also some surprises, to me any-
way, given that I’ve never owned or even ridden in a 993. For instance,
they really love the unique sound their doors make when you close them.
And how you turn back and look at it when you walk away. 

My favorite things
Of course, this started me thinking about what we love most about

our 356s. What is it that makes 356 Porsches a lifelong passion? After all,
they certainly don’t appeal to everyone, even to most other vintage car afi-
cionados. What makes us love 356s instead of (or more than) Austin
Healeys, vintage Ferraris, and the like? It’s not as if 356s are without
shortcomings, so what are the qualities that overcome them? What are the
qualities and features that make us smile, that quicken our heart rate, that
enrich our lives?

I’ve thought about this more than a bit over the years, and I’m pretty
analytical about what has made 356 Porsches important to me. Still, I
can’t begin to weigh one feature against another to come up with a top
ten list. Everything just comes together to assure that this passion will
not end.

Automotive art
As automotive art, the static 356 just does things for me. It’s hardly

the only vintage car with great design features, and I can even admit there
are others that might, just might, be prettier. But the outline of the Coupe,
with its gradual fastback taper, is not just iconic, it’s gorgeous. There are
certain sight lines that reveal this slope to be simply “right” in relation
to the rest of the car. Porsche designers have had the good sense not to
mess with it too much to this day.

There is more than the silhouette, of course. The curves of the front
fenders on the earlier cars are exquisite. No matter how we’ve adjusted
to the “updated” B and C models, we all know the early cars had fend-
ers, with their perfectly placed headlights, that were beyond improve-
ment. I even love the painted bumpers on all of the 356 variants, with
nary a rubber bumper guard in sight. Think how our cars would look
with chrome bumpers!

All the design artistry is not outside. I’ve always had a soft spot for
the 356 dash. Bereft of the wood, plastic, or vinyl common on other cars,

D a i l y   D r i v e r
Jim Johnston

The Things We Love

I

the body color metal ties the interior to the exterior and provides a re-
flective counterpoint to the chrome jewelry of instrument and switch
bezels.  It’s hard to imagine a 356 without its gorgeous metal dash, and
the early 911 dash only made us appreciate the 356 cockpit more.

There is certainly nothing special about the vinyl in the 356, but the
juxtaposition of the vinyl with the strongly patterned and distinctive car-
pet, the shiny metal dash, and the chrome interior pieces creates a rich
tapestry of colors and textures rare even in vintage sports cars and even
less common in today’s bland palate. Perhaps surprisingly, it’s the car-
pet that makes it all work. In contrast with the subtle, if not downright
boring carpet in 911s and other cars, what we now call the German
squareweave carpet (especially my favorite, the multi-colored oatmeal)
is a strong visual presence, wrapping around everywhere, smoothing
angles, and pulling the interior into a coherent and cozy whole.

Art in motion
If 356s drove badly, we would not love them. Instead, they were

remarkable among sports cars of their era and remain no less fun today.
For me, much lies in their light and precise steering. I have resisted 5.5
inch rims and larger tires, with their more secure road holding, just to
preserve this delightful, tossable feeling, aided by the big steering wheel.  

The feeling of a 356 in motion that appeals so much to me also
comes from the firm but gentle ride.  Compared to, for example, British
sports cars, it was a sophisticated feeling, not damped so much as
smooth, at least as much as you’d want in a sports car.  Most of all,
though, I’ve always been in love with the 356’s infamous oversteer.  It was
fun when I was a teenager taking the family VW out in fresh snow just to
play, and it’s long since become the only kind of handling that feels nor-
mal to me. Of course, we know how to use it to get around corners
quickly, if not for sheer entertainment. The oversteer was much dis-
cussed in road tests, of course, though most journalists declared each
iteration to have banished “the problem.” I guess I never realized there
was a problem. I love it.

The drive train may be a mixed blessing. Who doesn’t love the slick-
shifting transmission, never mind that you can tickle your passenger’s
ankle when reaching for third in a T-1. At least there is the fine art of nav-
igating the molasses to nail the gates. We’re emotionally attached to the
air cooled engines, of course, but let’s face it – they’re a tad noisy in a
unique, air cooled way. Although all the noise and fury doesn’t distort
your face with torque, they’re resilient and faithful with decent mainte-
nance and remarkably tolerant of inattention. Somehow, though, the en-
gines are captivating. Perhaps they’re an acquired taste, merely from
being paired with all the car’s other endearing qualities.

Just a start
I could come up with lots of other stuff.  The brakes are great, even

today.  I’ve commented before about the special glow in a Coupe at night
with the dash light on. I’m one of the apparently rare owners that find
the Speedster seats utterly comfortable. Yes, the doors make this great
sound when you close them and, if the weather sealing is decent, I love
the slight, momentary pressurization in a Coupe. And, of course, there
are the idiosyncrasies that become charming over time, such as the lo-
cation of the ignition switch or the dance with the throttle required for
a cold start. Washing and waxing the car is only a bit short of erotic, but
we won’t go there.  

This is just a start, and it’s my list.  Yours is yours, but I’ll bet there’s
a lot of overlap.



Mr. Scheller, who wrote the text, is an accomplished writer whose
previous work includes automotive and travel books. He is listed as co-au-
thor of Manifold Destiny, a how-to book for cooking dinner on your en-
gine. 

At about seven pounds and
11 x 14 inches, this is a hefty
piece of Porsche literature. The
retail price is $75. US, with a
street price of around $50 right
now. Great photos and reason-
ably interesting, if not ground-
breaking text. GM

ISNBN 78-0-7893-9978-6.
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Porsche - The fine Art of the Sports Car is a re-make of the
1990 book of the same name. That original tome was 321 pages, published
by Thunder Bay Press, whose modus operandi is “nonfiction promotional
books, often containing specially commissioned photography.” That fairly
well describes it; a book meant for general public consumption with pretty
photos in an impressive size but not a lot of depth. The text of that edition
was so memorable that I have little recall about it. And as possesive as I am
about my Porsche library, I have no idea what happened to my copy. All I
can remember is that it was a big honker and the one distinctive page was
a photo of a four-cam engine printed upside down. At the time I thought it
was a shame, because the rest of Lucinda Lewis’ images in the book were
quite striking. 

Fast forward to fall, 2008. Universe Publishing, a division of Rizzoli in
New York (a company that has produced many outstanding titles over the
years) sends a notice that Porsche - The Fine Art of the Sports Car is being
released. Authors are listed as William G. Scheller and Lucinda Lewis.

I can’t accurately contrast the original with this new book since I no
longer have my 1990 copy (and even though it’s listed on line as selling for
$19.95, I wouldn’t bother). So let’s just look at this as a new book on its
own merits. And there are many.

I can tell you that at 384 pages it’s bigger than the old one, and the
photographic reproduction is pretty darn good. Although the verso page
states all black and white photos came from the Porsche archives, they are
in fact reproduced in four-color, a nice touch that adds some depth to the
images. They still look gray, but with some life. These often difficult-to-
work-with old prints have been carefully adjusted and reproduced.

The color images, more than 250 of them, include many sensational
shots by Ms. Lewis, both “glamour” shots of the cars and close-ups. In a
shot of a 910 engine, you can read the parts number stampings on the fuel
injection pump - these are sharp photos! And Lucinda Lewis has a mar-
velous eye for composition. It is her color photos around which the book
is built, but there are many more taken from the archives, plus shots from
a few other camera aces like Rich Chenet and Leonard Turner.

On the subject of photos, let’s pick a few nits. A chapter on the Speed-
ster has two shots of the exterior but none of the interior, what I consider
a very interesting part of the car. I have a personal problem with books
that show non-stock cars without explanation. The Speedster is gorgeous
but the wide wheels and fat tires ruin it for me. Same deal with a photo of
a beautiful black 356 C. The aftermarket muffler sours what is otherwise a
very sweet photo. And what about the 1963 Carrera 2 with “C” disc brakes,
while the text talks about annular discs? One last gripe: page 125 is dedi-
cated to a photo of a seat belt buckle with a Porsche crest apparently glued
on. A waste of space if you ask me.

The organization of the book is a little disconcerting. Ostensibly in
chronological order by year, we have chapters on the 1965 356C follow-
ing one on the 1964 911 and 912. Other chapters kind of jump around
too, like the 2004 GT3 hard on the heels of the 1997 Boxster. Even so, each
chapter of four to six pages is pretty much able to stand on its own. 

The text appears to be competent from an accuracy standpoint. I read
nothing new and there were few egregious errors. The book starts with a
lenghty introduction that covers a century of Porsche history. First chapter
is on the Auto Union Type C, then the 60K10 and the Cisitalia Grand Prix car.
A 1948 VW sedan is profiled, then Porsche #1 followed by the 550A. Later
Spyders, Abarth Carrera, 904 and other racers are given their due, but I
think the better photos come later in the book. 

B o o k    R e v i e w                                

New! Body Bumper Nose

Hard-to-find sheet metal is no longer, well, hard to find. We make collision
and restoration sheetmetal for all 356s, 1950-65. Outer body panels, all

body styles. Also, body bumpers, A bumpers, n.l.a inner structures.
Back seats, wheel well panels, firewalls, tunnels, Speedster seats, doors,

hoods, engine lids, door tops and more, in steel and aluminum.

Trevor’s Hammerworks, Inc.
440•953•0501 440•602•9885 Faxwww.356panels.com
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Y e a r s  A g o
Jim Perrin
Y e a r s  A g o

25 Years Ago
Volume 10, number 4 did not have a date

inside, but rather the notation 5, 6, 7, 1984.
Jerry Keyser announced plans for the 1984 West
Coast Holiday, to be headed by Barry Allen. The
registration form noted that a banquet ticket, 2
jacket patches, a T-shirt and a beer mug (!) were
included for the $50 fee. Interestingly, nowhere
was it mentioned exactly  where the event would
take place until you looked at the calendar in
the back of the magazine. It was in
Boulder Creek, California.

Jerry also announced the
tenth anniversary of the Registry
was rapidly approaching, which
means that the club must now be
approaching its 35th anniversary!

Letters included a report from
Tom Oerther about the eighth an-
nual Bull Session in Cincinnati. He
reported that 35 356s along with
many more 356 enthusiasts were
present, mentioning members who
drove some distance to get there in-
cluding Mike Robbins, of course. About a third
of the other letters either asked or gave advice
about insurance for their 356s. 

Vic Skirmants cautioned against using a VW
transmission in a 356, wrote about how to free
a stuck brake piston, included a report from a
member who had used “Slick 50”, and told
readers to avoid a black painted throwout bear-
ing that was junk. “If you receive one of these
junk bearings,” he wrote, “send it back, raise
hell and maybe someone will listen and get the
good ones back.” Vic had the right idea and
these days, there are many fewer substandard
parts for 356s.  

In his Restoration column, Brett Johnson
presented his latest version of the questionnaire
of 116 questions on  “What equipment / color /
plating etc. does your 356 have?” In four pages
he asked for info on almost every part of the car
and photos, if readers were able to take them.
The fruits of this labor became his Authenticity
books.

Dave Seeland continued his column series
on painting your own Porsche.  Somehow, I per-
sonally haven’t been too excited about painting-
your-own-Porsche-in-the-garage, ever since the
kid down the street stepped on the front hood
we had just painted and set out in the yard.

PB Tweeks’ ad featured Koni shocks for a
356, $159 for a set of four.. Bill Block’s book
reviews column discussed several previously
published books, and alerted readers to special
prices available on publisher’s close-outs, like
Henry Rasmussen’s Porsches for the Road at
$13.00  

On a final note, there is an element of sad-
ness in writing this column for each issue. It is
that I invariably run across names of fellow 356
enthusiasts from the period who are no longer
with us. Perhaps this is a good reminder to enjoy
our families, our friends, our cars and our
hobby while we can.

Upcoming events indicated there was still
space for the 1999 Sedona Holiday.

Bob Campbell’s president’s column an-
nounced the first annual Drive Your 356 Day and
he urged members to get their cars on the road
if at all possible. The date was Ferry’s birthday,
9-19-99.

Brett Johnson’s Restoration column in-
cluded a table of parts necessary to convert a
356 from six to twelve volts. There were a dozen
parts plus a dozen more bulbs required.

A report on the East Coast Holiday which
had taken place in late April in Florida noted the
cold weather. Eventmasters Rich Williams and
Mark Laszlo wrote that record low temps
shocked everyone and Diane Morrill quickly
sold out of the few sweaters she stocked.
Nonetheless, a good time was had by all.

Warren Eads’ article covered his project of
building a Strähle-inspired GT special Coupe for
rallys that carried all the plumbing necessary to
swap a 4-cam engine for the standard pushrod
four.

John Muller submitted a story on a Pooper
that he purchased after it had been found in
Kansas.  After months of haggling with the owner,
and a search for information on the history of
the car, John purchased the car. He then em-

barked on a restoration
that lasted seven years.
The car is a small sports
racer which was built with
a Porsche engine mated to
a VW transmission. The car
was originally built by Gor-
don “Tippy” Lipe. John
completed the restoration
and reported that he had
since been successfully vin-
tage racing the car.

Bruce Baker wrote an article on vintage
racing, following an initial article in an earlier
issue.  Bruce addressed many safety aspects that
need to be considered, including driver and me-
chanical aspects.  

In the classifieds, a few Speedsters were of-
fered from $40 to $60K, and a restored Twin
Grille Roadster for $58K. You had your pick of
nice B and C Coupes priced in the mid-teens.

This issue also shows an intriguing photo:
Bob Campbell sitting on a BMW motorcycle
powered by a Porsche four-cam engine.  There
is no caption but my suggestion is, “Don’t try this
at home”.

Editor’s note: Look for a story about
this unique four-cam motorcycle in an up-
coming issue.

10 Years Ago
One significant aspect of volume 23-2 is its

trim size, 8 x 10 inches, 48-page self-cover. Reg-
istry magazines went to a more standard 8-1/2 x
11 and a separate 4-page cover with the next
issue on the club’s 25th anniversary. The cover
has a great shot of the “Pooper” built by Gor-
don “Tippy” Lipe and restored by John Muller. 

This issue has a great photo submitted by
Ken Ito, titled “Abarth in a Barn”, from his trip
to Switzerland in May for the 356 International
Meet. It is definitely a Porsche Abarth Carrera.
There are years of dust on the car, and even a
few parts piled on the roof. This is probably the
Abarth that was stored for many years in Rudi
Klein’s famous foreign car junkyard in the Los
Angeles area. 
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CustombyDesign, Inc.
Berwick, ME
Tel (207) 698-7646

email: sales@mainelycustombydesign.com
www.mainelycustombydesign.com

Wide 5 Wheel Balancer Adapter
Easily bolts to all VW and Porsche wheels.
Manufactured from solid 6061 aluminum.

Mounting bolts included.

$69.95

356/912 Oil Dip Stick
with Temperature Gage

Direct replacement for original dip stick.
Full span from 50 to 300 degrees.

$49.95

www.europeancollectibles.com 
1665 Babcock Street  |  Costa Mesa  |  CA  |  92627 

(tel) 949.650.4718  (fax) 949.650.5881

1959 Porsche 356A T2 
Convertible D restored 

to show quality! 
Certificate of

Authenticity, all 
matching numbers, no 
rust & fully detailed. In 

perfect condition!

1956 Porsche 356A T1 
Speedster: rare factory 
ordered 1600 SUPER. 
Completely restored, 

perfect body, excellent 
gaps, correct German 

interior, show level
condition!

1970 Ferrari 246GT L 
Series (European light 
weight model) original 
books, records, tools 
and jack. Completely 
restored including: 

paint, interior, chrome, 
suspension, motor & 

transmission.

established in 1986, we specialize in  
classic car sales and restoration

Porsche, Ferrari, Jaguar, Mercedes 
& Aston Martin

over 80 cars in inventory at all times

SALES  |  RESTORATION  |  SERVICE
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Regional Club Scene Rich Williams

Back many, many years ago, when there
were just a few 356s around the Detroit

area, there was the basic structure of the 356
Motor Cities Gruppe. Of course back then it did-
n’t have a name, a newsletter, dues or a consti-
tution - just a bunch of guys like Vic Skirmants,
Ron Roland, Tom Youk and a few others who
enjoyed driving these lovely cars on the back
roads of southeastern Michigan or racing them
on tracks like Waterford Hills, Grattan and Mid-
Ohio. But it was the cars and the people that
made it a club. 

Then, in 1980, we formalized the club
name and became the oldest organized local
356 group. We even came up with a newsletter
called the Three Five Six Forum. All the while,
Ron Roland was putting 356 guys’ names on 3x5
cards, with their address and little notations
about their cars. And that became the basic
mailing list for the newsletter – which usually
was published when he and his wife Karen felt
they had enough time to hand-address and
stamp them with postage donated by other 356
owners. 

In 1982, we hosted the East Coast Holiday
VIII. Planning was done on Sunday afternoons
before we had computers with databases and
publishing programs. But guess what? The Hol-

iday was structured around
five things: a driving tour,
concours, tech sessions, a
banquet and a swap meet. My
how things have changed in
thirty years!

Then, David Peterson
came along and offered to
take Ron’s 3x5 cards and put
them in a computer and
make a database so we could
print labels any time we
wanted and print the newslet-
ter a little more frequently.

In 1988, Ron Roland again led a group that  hosted the East Coast Hol-
iday. That resulted in two benefits. One, we got to meet hundreds of great
people from all over the United States with a love for the 356. And second,
this loose-knit collection of southeast Michigan 356ers became closer and
the need to show their enthusiasm for vintage Porsches became even
stronger. 

In the late ‘80s, Fred Sheill offered to be president and continued to
edit the newsletter; and we had three or four planned get-togethers every
year. Around 1995, Sebastian Gaeta volunteered to be the newsletter edi-
tor, and we gave it a name – the Auspuff Roar. Finally, we set up a board of
trustees and elected some officers – but we first made each one of them
promise that their role was to be very low-key. The goal of our board is to
take care of business so that the members can just enjoy the club, the
newsletter and the events.

MCG has an attractive
badge and a very nice
bi-monthly newsletter.
Events include social
get-togethers and
drives - usually com-
bining both -  during
Michigan’s all-too-
short warm seasons.
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Ten years after we hosted our second East Coast Holiday, we did it
again. Over six hundred people came to Detroit in ’98 to help us celebrate
Porsche’s 50th Anniversary as an automobile manufacturer. In 2007 we
again hosted the East Coast Holiday in Boyne, Michigan which was a huge
success. David Peterson and Barb Skirmants anchored a very talented team
of volunteers and pulled off a Holiday that was described by many as their
all-time favorite.

As you can see, the 356 Motor Cities Gruppe has evolved over several
years. We have four time-proven events a year, and fill in the intervening
gaps with new events and informal get-togethers. Plus the famous “Satur-
day morning breakfast club” at Neil Goldberg’s shop every weekend draws
a nice crowd to look at cars, chat about cars, and sometimes even work on
cars. Although there have been many changes over time, two things have re-
mained constant and dominant – the cars and comradery. 

Sebastian Gaeta
President, Motor Cities Gruppe

During the 1998 Holi-
day, Dennis Gage of
TV’s “My Classic Car”
interviews Barbara
Skirmants at the con-
cours. When not driv-
ing or socializing,
members help each
other. At right, Sebas-
tian gets some help
with his Cabrio top
rear window.

If practice makes perfect,
the Motor Cities Gruppe
must have it just about
right. In 2007 for the
fourth time they hosted a
Holiday, topping even
their own 1998 extrava-
ganza with a great loca-
tion, a funkhana
(including a blindfold au-
tocross), a hillclimb and
some special cars and
guests, like keynote
speaker David E. Davis,
Jr.



n a past column I reported that eBay has created a 30 day auction,
and I was not quite sure what it would mean to the buying and sell-
ing of 356 items on eBay. My first reaction to the 30 day auction was

a bit negative. I believed that the listing would get “tired” and that peo-
ple would move on to another item that would expire sooner. What I did
not understand was that if properly structured, a 30 day auction can be
quite a good way to sell items on the ‘Bay.

A good friend of mine is an avid eBay seller (I am no slouch, with
nearly 200 feedbacks at 100%, but nothing like him), and he explained
to me why he likes the 30 day auction. First, he understands that most
people only look for specific items when they really need it, and the 30
day auction has a better chance of catching someone’s eye. The key here
is the “Best Offer” feature. What he does is set a “Buy it Now” price at a
number he would be very happy with, but includes the “Best Offer” fea-
ture in the auction. That way, if someone offers him the right number
during the auction, he will end it right then and there. He gave me an ex-
ample of a radio from a 912. He had a “Buy it Now” price of $250, which
he would have been quite happy with. Someone offered him $200
through the “Best Offer” feature and he mulled it over a bit and then ac-
cepted it. Happy buyer, happy seller—not a bad way to market things.

The following items were auctioned on eBay during the May/June
2009 time period.
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Sebastian Gaeta N e t  W    r t h

I

The 30 Day eBay Auction Revisited

Marine Literature Bids: 2 Sold for $76.
Ferdinand Porsche set up shop in 1931 as

an independent engineering firm. That company
would tackle just about any project, from indus-
trial engines (generators) to aircraft engines to
entire cars for auto manufacturers to heavy equip-
ment and anything in between. That attitude con-
tinued well after Porsche also became an auto
manufacturer. This brochure, printed in 1958,
details the marine engine type 729.  Inside the
brochure it presents the engine specifications and
a diagram for the marine application. I have no
data as to how many were ever sold, but the name
Porsche does not make me think of marine en-
gines. That leads me to believe that this was a de-
sirable piece if you like out of the ordinary
Porsche literature.

356 C Disc Brake Components, Front Only
Bids: 3  Sold for $650.
I was quite curious when I spotted this auction if the bidding would

meet the reserve, which it did. There are many cars still in production
using front disc/rear drum brakes, but as we know, that was never the
case with the 356. My only question would be if the braking force would
be properly proportioned. In talking to a few people, there were no real
concerns with that, but I would love to hear from anyone who may know
otherwise. So if you don’t mind running different wheels front and back,
this may have been an outstanding value. Included were front rotors,
calipers, hubs, front uprights w/ spindles and backing plates. Described
as “…all original Porsche parts and are in good usable condition”. The
seller told me that he also sold a “fairly complete” set recently for $1700
and a “totally complete” set for $2500, so $650 seems to be pretty fair.

4 Hole Pulley Bids: 8  Sold for $80.
There has been much discussion on 356Talk as to when the two-

hole pulley was first used. Many people believed that the two-hole ver-
sion was a 912 only part, while others have come forward saying that
some later “C” cars were delivered with the two-hole when supplies of

Porsche Inboard
Marine Engine
Brochure
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Seen on 356Registry.Com Talk list
The following items were offered for sale on the 356Talk Classifieds

section in May and June of 2009.

Set of four McAfee wheels with Michelin MXL 185/65 R 15 tires. Sweet
shape and includes all lug nuts, washers and the spinners. Spinners have
Porsche crest. $2200. plus S&H. 

Brand new, never-installed left and right inner door latch mechanisms
for late pre-A and early A-T1 356 cars with high striker doors. Original cad
plating intact with NO corrosion. They have been wrapped in old paper for
over 50 years. Also comes with one NOS right side front actuating mecha-
nism. All that is needed are the connecting rods and one left front actuat-

the four-hole version
ran out. Many people
gave examples of “C/SC”
engines that were
thought to be original,
and had the two-hole
pulley. So what does this
mean for the four-hole
pulley? That it still
would be correct for
just about any three-
piece engine, “A”
through “C”. That said,
up for bid here was a
nice four-hole pulley that had been refinished many years ago and then sat
on a shelf until this auction. The description read: “…this pulley was plated
‘cadmium-yellow’ at Stewart Warner in Chicago decades ago (we had a
special working relationship with them) and they ‘cooked’ all plated parts
to eliminate nitrogen embrittlement”. I am not a metallurgist but that sure
sounds good to me, and four different bidders agreed.

Headrests Bids: 17 Sold for $511.50
I love to track the sales of these headrests. Complete sets like these are

not for sale everyday, but they can be found if you keep an eye on the auc-
tions. These were removed from a ’64 “C” and the covers were described
as in very nice condition, but that the chrome frames needed to be re-
plated to be excellent. I believe the fact that they were complete with all four
mounting brackets and knurled adjustment screws led to the sale price
north of $500. My favorite headrest story is from the 1994 (or ’95) Stod-
dard swap meet. A fellow shopper standing next to me picked up and then
put down a set of headrests off of a seller’s table that was complete and
ready to mount. I then picked them up and asked, “How Much?”  The seller,
who was late 911 guy, said, “How about $25 each?” I responded that that
seemed to be OK, and I thought the guy who picked them up before me was
going to blow his top. He ended up following me around the whole day
making offers to buy them from me, with each half hour bringing an extra
$25 to the table. I hated to keep saying no, but at the time I really wanted
them. Sir, if you are reading this please know that I put them to good use
for many years!

Engine Lid Grills
During the last two months, there have been more engine lid grills

for sale on eBay than ever before. I see no real reason for that, other than
perhaps all of these cars we hear about nearing the completion of their
restorations still need a few items to be complete. Perhaps the engine lid
grills are one of those items. I tracked seven examples of grills, but there

were many more
for sale that there
was no room for.
Two Coupe grills
(Shown at left in
photo), Bids: 15
Sold for $119.
Two “A” Cabrio-
let grills, Bids: 10
(reserve not met
at $71). One re-
production Cab
and Speedster
grill, Bids: 3 Sold

for $44.25. One Coupe grill, Bids: 5  Sold for $61. One NOS Coupe grill,
Bids: 8 Sold for $75.09. One Coupe grill, Bids: 4  Sold for $56. Two Cabri-
olet grills, Bids: 9  Sold for $66. As usual, prices were all over the place,
and if you saw all of the photos that I did you would agree that condition
had little to do with the sale price. As discussed above, when people need
something, they shop for it and usually buy what is available.

Liebe zu Ihm
Bids: 10  Sold, $565.

To me, the three
most desirable 356 lit-
erature pieces are the
Gmünd brochure, the
first issue of
Christophorus, and the
book Liebe zu Ihm. We
have discussed this
book a few times be-
fore, and it is worth

mentioning now and again to keep up with its availability and recent sell-
ing prices. Offered for sale to Porsche customers by the factory in 1960, it
is a beautiful picture book with captions in five languages. The pictures are
from Christophorus photo shoots, with many of the images in the book
being shots taken further down the roll than the ones shown in “Christo”.
This one came with the dust jacket (showing some wear, which is fully ac-
ceptable to me) and was described as in very nice condition. Even a few
years ago, the asking prices for these books were well above $1,000, and
to be able to buy one at half that is a steal. The Gmünd brochure and first
issue of Christophorus are virtually unattainable to all but the hyper-seri-
ous collector. If you want something special, and this book is available to
you, grab it while you can.



ing unit. Excellent new old parts for any restoration. $950. for all. 

Pair of 356A rear alloy drums with 550 Spyder modifications. Drums
are in excellent technical condition. Splines and iron liners are fine. Steel
oil slingers are included. Original Carrera screw-on spacers with NSF long
studs are also included. I bought these drums already modified. I don’t
know who did the work and I do not believe them to be done by the fac-
tory but the hole drilling and patterns are right on the money compared to
the modifications done on early Spyder units. Very trick items for your GT
or Hotrod project. Price: $1450.

Brand new, never installed locking hood release (for open cars), with
keys. Intended for my SC, but did not use. Might fit other model years, not
sure. Bought 30 years ago! No idea how hard it is to find these or how
much it is worth, as I haven’t seen one for sale. If you need it, make me a
reasonable offer.

Here is an itemized list of  356 disk brake components for sale: 2
disc brake rear axle bearing carriers, 2 disc brake spindles 356C, 2 hubs,
2 front calipers, 2 front backing plates, 2 front disks (new), 4 wheel bear-
ings, 1 brake pad set, 2 caliper rebuild kits, 2 front wheel seals. Asking
$2295 + shipping.

Complete set (‘62 thru ‘09) Factory calendar coins. I have compiled this
set over 20 years always upgrading for condition, now is your chance for
an instant complete collection, $2500. 

1964 Sporterfolge. Factory booklet showing all race results which
Porsche participated worldwide with drivers noted, very clean condition
and rare. $175.

A set of NOS big bore NPR pistons that I purchased before the factory
burned down. $800 includes shipping CONUS. 

Shop clean out: 2 hole pulley $15. (compare to four hole pulley dis-
cussed above), B/C Cabrio window frames $450., “A” “pre-A” seat hinges
for the fat seats, new chrome, $750. Knecht air filter cans, both were
chromed some time ago, shame, $100. Rebuilt (Palo Alto) speedo, 4/57,
$350. Speedo, excellent, 7/56, $350. Speedster top latches, set, original,
good chrome, $250.

As always, questions, comments and criticism are welcomed and en-
couraged. I can be reached at spg356@sbcglobal.net
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This beauti-
ful poster was of-
fered for sale on
the 356Talk clas-
sifieds section on
Sunday June 7th,
2009 at 5:25 PM.
Twenty five were
available for $13
shipped for one,
$23 for two. By
the next morning
at 8:45, the seller
announced  they
had sold out. 

The seller described the process: "I want everyone to know
these are better than a poster. These are professionally printed on a
thick cardstock style paper, thicker than a postcard and a business
card. It's a full color print and a very high quality piece. These im-
ages are 20"x14" and the original from 1954 was about 75% the
size of an 8.5" x11" sheet of paper. It was professionally scanned
and restored, since the original had a few tears and waterspots.
Once we restored the image we had to re-color many areas due to
the age of the piece. I believe the process we used created an
image that looked exactly as the original ‘back in the day’." 

The seller informed me that since the response was so huge, a
second run is in the works to accommodate the eager buyers that
missed the chance to get one. This time, 100 will be produced on
the same thicker paper as the original run. He is planning more
after that, but after a certain number is produced and sold, they
will only be available on regular poster paper. If you want in on the
second run, please visit the 356Talk classifieds regularly for up-
dates. Or contact the seller directly at jwernquist@wi.rr.com. He
also informed me that he had other images equally as nice that are
in the works for a similar poster and that they will be funded by the
sales of this Nurburgring poster. Watch this column for more info
as it becomes available.  SG

Talk List
poster 
is a hit.

•Specializing in 356 and 911 restorations
•Large inventory of parts •Complete rust repairs 

•Complete paint and body service •Complete electrical service

Phone: 562.531.4643                                                   Fax: 562.531.4457
16230 Minnesota Avenue, Paramount, CA 90723

est. 1978





What started out 23 years ago as a gathering of a few Porsche
nuts standing around jawing in the backyard of a friend’s
house has now grown to a fairly organized gathering of nearly

90 Porsche 356s and more than 200 owners, friends, and fellow Porsche
aficionados. While the number of attendees at this June 7th event may have
been a little less this year, the enthusiasm was greater than ever. The annual
gathering of the faithful moved from Denny Aker’s “hobby shop” to Griot’s
Garage in Tacoma Washington. Griot’s is a nationwide, first-class provider
of car care products for the enthusiast.  

Participants from British Columbia, Oregon and Washington enjoyed
beer and brats along with an authentic German band, Happy Hans’ Music,
which set the tone for a very lively day. A good selection of door prizes
helped to keep everyone’s interest. To continue the Group’s theme of pro-
viding charity support this year, nearly 200 lbs. of food was collected along
with funds generated by a raffle that were donated to the local food bank.
The raffle prizes included a complete car treatment by the Griot’s prepa-

ration experts as well as an all-inclusive orbital buffing kit.
The Griot’s crew provided excellent demonstrations of

the firm’s products with actual application on member’s cars.
Chris Hamilton offered up his 1965 Coupe for the rejuvena-
tion of his paint finish with excellent results and a good brief-
ing on techniques. A somewhat more challenging test for the
Griot’s products was the removal of “bug juice” on the clear
film protective coating of Mike Kent’s Irish Green ’65 SC Cab.
Tougher job to remove than you would have thought.

Although Griot’s retail operation was open to the mem-
bers, Diane of the 356 Registry Goodie Store carried on a
brisk business with a wide variety of 356-related parapher-
nalia. In fact, one of the Griot’s staff commented about the
wide range of products available - and these folks see a vari-
ety of special-interest vehicles! 

To commemorate the 15th Anniversary of the Group, several story-
boards were displayed to profile the cars and activities of past and current
members. In fact, a few charter members of the Group were in attendance,
including Cameron Healy of Portland, our 1994 Social Chairman.

The usual mix of 356s were on display including Coupes, Cabriolets,
and Speedsters.  Notable among the Coupes were Steve Terrien’s ’57 GS
SR Coupe and ’59 Black Coupe - just a couple from Steve’s wonderful col-
lection.  It was evident that the members had spent many hours in putting
their cars in the best form.  In fact, one member had just repainted his car
and drove to the event with the masking paper still in the engine compart-
ment. Luckily, he and the car arrived without any flames exiting the rear of
the vehicle!  Such dedication.
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356 Group Northwest
23rd Annual Bull Session 
and 15th Anniversary Celebration by Jack Keyes

Griot tech, Jason Math-
ews, attempting to re-
move "bug juice" from
the protective film on
the front of Mike Kent's
(center) lovely '65 SC
Cab.  On the left is Paul
Hatfield, our Webmeis-
ter, and the gentleman
on the right is Bob Doty.

An appropriate German soundtrack for the event was
provided by Happy Hans’ Music.
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Parts Obsolete

13851 SE Eola Village Road • McMinnville, OR 97128

503.835.2300 
FAX 503.835.4000

Used Parts for Porsches

356shop.com 
email gary@partsobsolete.com

We also carry new, repro, NOS  
and hard-to-find  parts 
for Porsches.

The distress call came from Darrell Bailey at Ted Blake’s Porsche
Restoration Shop in Sacramento. Darrell and Ted were working

on a 356 that had “swallowed” a socket. Enter Bob Cannon, pediatric gas-
troenterologist, who is used to retrieving coins, Legos, small cars, and jew-
elry from kid’s stomachs using the endoscope and a snare net.

Using a retired endoscope Dr. Bob was able to find the socket, snare
it, remove it and return it to the toolbox. The 356 is under observation…
and continues to be restored.

The endoscope has been previously been used for other 356 proj-
ects. A gas tank had small leaks that showed up with the endoscope. It was
also used to guide routes along the roof of a Porsche while installing a

Left: Darrell Bailey assists in the procedure. Above: Success! The socket was
dropped through the fresh-air vent, went down in the longitudinal and had
dropped into the heater tube. It would have been impossible to get without taking
apart the newly-restored longitudinal. Bob also found a washer in the same spot
on another trip down into the car.

356 Endoscopy by Elaine Cannon

wiring harness. And – no – the procedure at Ted’s shop was not covered
by insurance.

Spencer’s
Porsche 356
Perfomance
Guide is
back and
Updated!

RPMRPM
Aut
Books www.RPMAutoBooks.com
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Agreat car is more than the sum of its parts. The Porsche 356’s unique
driving experience results from the interaction of its rugged boxer
engine, rigid chassis, solid if quirky suspension, and its accurate

steering and braking controls.
A successful car club is a happy meeting of minds and passions. The Ten-

nessee Tub’s core membership includes several small business owners, a com-
mercial real estate executive, a restaurateur, an architect, a former Porsche
dealer, a forklift salesman, and a couple professional musicians. What binds
this diverse group is a love for the 356 and a desire to keep ‘em rolling by put-
ting on several events each year. 

The Tub’s signature event, now in its eighth year, came up during one of
middle Tennessee’s rainiest Mays on record. In the early years, the wet weather
would have meant a dismal turnout and club members eating leftover barbecue
for weeks. Over the years the gathering has grown in size and the pre-Memor-
ial Day event is now firmly etched into the calendars of the Southeastern Porsche
faithful. 

From Florida came
Glen Getchell in a C Coupe,
and Jack Kasmer in a ’57
Speedster. Tracy Pellet
drove a Speedster from
Greenville, South Carolina,
and George Dunn rolled in
from Atlanta in his ’65 Cab.
More folks came in from
Kentucky,  Alabama, and
from all over Tennessee.
All but one 356, Jerry
Peter’s rare unrestored ’51
pre-A Coupe, were driven to the event. All these faithful travelers encountered
significant rain as they made their way to Nashville and then, as if on cue, the rain
ceased upon arrival.

Under a clearing sky, cars were wiped down and for a few glorious hours
the 356s glistened as stories were swapped and admirers marked their People’s
Choice ballots. For the first time, the local Porsche Dealer brought a few new
cars to show and, as always, event host Cal Turner, local collector Tommy Tra-
bue, and others exhibited some rare vintage, racing, and custom Porsches in a
special display area.

During lunch, the rain returned, announcing itself with a staccato salvo on
the tent canvas. Open-car owners rushed out to erect their tops and returned to
finish their barbecue. Everyone lingered past lunch, wondering if the rain would
let up. It just got heavier and gradually each car headed out into the rain - from
whence it came. 

Afterwards, one attendee synopsized: “It was a good event even with the
rain. I think everyone had a great time and the food was delicious. Now that I’ve
gotten that newly restored Porsche wet and nasty I can drive it any time.”

Tennessee Tubs Annual BBQ

From top: Some earlier cars during one of the sunny breaks. 356s and later
Porsches covered a parking area in a colorful display. Cal Turner’s garage with
a few of his cars, including the steel America Roadster. Speedsters in the Pe-
pole’s Choice Full Concours area. Right: Nashville Porsche Dealership General
Manager James Corlew talks with former Porsche Dealer Jim Watson about
his Beutler. Dealership employee Chris Palmer looks on.

By Bruce Sweetman
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VINTAGE COACH BUILDING AND RECONSTRUCTION
STEVE HOGUE ENTERPRISES

CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THE HIGHEST STANDARDS
TORRANCE, CA.USA

310-787-1001

www.stevehogueenterprises.com www.glocklerporsche.com
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Wilco’s Wonderland

Volkwagen once had an ad campaign
whose simple words are still remem-
bered by anyone who read magazines

back in the 1960s: “Think Small.”
It must be a powerful concept to remain in

our collective consciousness, and one man in
the Netherlands has taken it to heart completely.
In the world of automotive enthusiasts, small can
mean anything from a Mini to a Matchbox, and
it’s just a matter of scale. 

To Wilco Machiels there is just one scale,
and that’s 1:24. Several companies sell plastic
model kits in this size, and  these are the basis
for Wilco’s hobby. He doesn’t just build models,
although his constructions start with and revolve
around the kits he painstakingly assembles. One
or two of these cars (and sometimes parts of
others) become the focal point of an incredibly
detailed diorama.

Wilco says he has an affinity for the feel of
a 1950s or ‘60s garage - a little dirty rough
around the edges. He works hard to recreate
that feel, first by constructing bricks of plastic,
and doors, windows and structural elements that
are period- correct using wood and an assort-
ment of other materials. The floors are painted
to look, well, like a shop floor. Appropriate
aging, staining and dirtying-up give the room’s

Wilco works during the day as a technical engineer in Information and Communication Technologies and in the
evenings and weekends at his home workshop. The automobiles begin as kit pieces and other items like the little
hand tools also come from plastic model kits, but most of the tools/benches/racks/machines are scratch built. He
has been building dioramas for over 15 years and does commssion work on request. 
His web site is www.wilcosdioramas.com and he can be reached through a “contact” button there.
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walls, doors and windows an authentic patina of crustiness.  
Building details are amazing: a hand sink with towel dispenser,  parts

shelving and tire racks, an upper level with stairway, and of course, light-
ing, accomplished with miniature wire and 12 volt lamps. On the walls are
posters and ad signs, and cans of oil, grease and empty drums look right
at home. Welding cylinders, a floor jack, a drill press - even a two-post lift
are there, along with tool boxes and tiny tools, all convincingly placed to
suggest that the mechanics have just stepped out for a cigarette.

Cars are the stars
Getting back to the cars, Wilco adapts the kits to create not only near-

perfect concours examples, but the kind of vehicle you’d expect to see in
a shop like this. There’s a four-cam engine waiting for installation in a race-
striped and numbered B Coupe. Another four-cam is in pieces on a bench

and more parts are ready along the
wall. Obviously, a race shop. 

Another diorama has a be-
fore-and-after duo of shiny Coupe
and rusty Cabriolet, cleverly dis-
tressed with rust spots, dents and
even rusty chrome wheels. It all
looks way too familiar to me.

Wilco seems to favor Carreras,
and since the price of a model kit
is no more for a four-cam than a
pushrod, why not? Even a truly sad-
looking green Coupe awaiting
restoration has a type 547 engine
ready to install. Speaking of rusty
cars, I can imagine it takes a lot
more skill to make a clean plastic
model from Tamiya, Hasegawa,
Gunze or Fujimi (his favorite) look
old and beat-up than to simply
apply glossy paint. Even the wheels
look like they’ve been through a
few winters. 

On his site are nineteen al-
bums of photos of his work, divided
by marque, from Alfa to VW.
Porsche 911s are well represented,
and there’s even a dream garage
workshop with lathes, presses,
welding shop, wood working
equipment and more. If you’re
going to think small, might as well
dream big. GM
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Edwin Schweitzer
of the Netherlands
sent us this note:

“I have been play-
ing around with
what I call
"Restostrips".
Comics are called
"strips" in Dutch...
you can figure
out where the
Resto comes from.
They do not pre-
tend to contain
high end restora-
tion info but
merely (and
hopefully) fun
pictures to look at
and maybe get an
idea or two from.”

It seems like a
great concept to
me, and in spite of
the Sunday funnies
look, Edwin has
given us some valu-
able information. I
hope our readers
will agree this is a
novel and effective
way to learn about
a restoration sub-
ject.  GM 

RESTO-STRIPS   Edwin Schweitzer
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This is the 
TALK LIST / CLASSIFIED PAGE,

www.356Registry.com/forum
First time users, create your own login and password

(not necessarily the same as members only). 
We suggest you use your own name:

“Fred Member”.

This is the 
MAIN PAGE, now

www.356Registry.com
Log in to the 

MEMBERS ONLY section here.
First time users, log in with first initial, last name

as in “Fred Z. Member” = fmember.
Password is your member number.

You can personalize your profile after logging in.
IF YOU HAVE JOINED ONLINE, NOTE USER NAME 

AND PASSWORD ASSIGNED THERE

After registering, 
Log in here

Start by 
registering here

I thought I should point this out. It's in regard to the article on light-
weight calipers by Mark Schumacher. Reference the photo in the magazine
top, center on page 62 (shown at right). The caliper mounting bolts appear
to be safety wired, but they are done wrong, and will not prevent the bolts
from loosening. The lower bolt is tensioned on the wrong side, and the
upper bolt uses the safety wire in an application that is only correct when
used on a castellated nut. So this is a potentiall safety issue, even though
lock washers may be under the  bolt heads, hard to tell in the photo. I think
that the 'Warning'  paragraph at the end of the article says it all: 'brakes are
a critical safety system on any vehicle.'  etc., I won't add the rest.

Here is a picture of how two or more bolt heads should be safety
wired (courtesy the Ultralight News at www.ultralightnews.com)

You'll note that each 'pull' direction of the wire tends to prevent the
bolts from loosening, whereas the article photo is just opposite to this.
Don't know if they had a tech inspector at Mark's events, but somebody
missed it! While not trying to put too fine a point on this, it really is a po-
tential safety issue, calipers take all the force during braking, and they could
work loose, especially in hard braking racing conditions.

Editor’s note: There is, of course, a lot of informtaion about this on
the net. Wikipedia offers the descriptions here: “When securing a single
fastener, the anchor point for the safety wire should be a fixed point on the
object. The fixed point should be something that will itself not move, and
that will not be able to release the anchor end of the safety wire under nor-
mal conditions. It should also be free and clear of any moving parts that
could damage the safety wire.

“When securing two or more fasteners, acceptable technique includes

Proper Safety Wire Procedures   Gary Koehler

securing them against each other. In such a scenario, the safety wire is run
through the first fastener (creating tension in the direction of tightness for
that fastener), twisted, and then run through the second and subsequent
fasteners such that the fasteners create tension, through the safety wire, in
the direction of tightening for each fastener.” 

More info about proper tools, wire gauge and techniques can be
found at http://www.whizwheels.com/Tips/safetywiring.html.
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WANTED PORSCHE 356 A, B, C & SC, 911,
Speedster, Any Condition, Top Price Paid, we will
Pick up from Anywhere in the US. 
Please call Peter Kumar 1-800-452-9910, 
email: gullwingny@aol.com

LOCKSMITH SERVICES Offering a full line of fac-
tory, non-factory and high security keys as well as
location services for hard-to-find blanks; keys cut by
code; key chart available. Perform ten-point quality
restoration of locks and door handles. Electrical re-
pair of ign. switches. Key accessories avail., bulbs
and batteries for light keys, fobs and pouches, etc. 
Tony Euganeo 610-461-0519. 501 Folcroft Ave.
Sharon Hill, PA 19079

TECH INFO: NEW! Der White’s 356 Sales and
Technical Literature - THE BOOK! $129 + $4.50
postage (lower 48). In quire for outside USA ship-
ping. Exploded-View Part Diagrams sets-show all
parts: Pre-A 51 pgs-$14, 356-A 74 pgs-$17, 356-B
T-5/T-6 118 pgs-$23, 356-B/C 114 pgs-$23. Factory
Workshop manuals:  Pre-A 250 pgs-$45, 356-A 500
pgs-$65, 356 B/C 900 pgs-$85. Factory Parts
Books:  53 Pre-A 160+ pgs-$35, 55 Pre-A 350 pgs-
$45, 356-A COMING, 356-B 1,016 pgs-$75, 356-B
T-6 Supplements-400+ pages-$45, 356-C Supple-
ments 300+ pages-$40 (356-B + B T-6 or 356-B + C
together-$99) All are copies in 3-ring binder
NEW WEBSITE: http://derwhites356literature.com
Charlie White 480-367-8097. 8639 E. Via de los Li-
bros, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 derwhite@aol.com. 

NEW BOOKS: Race Posters (Die Rennplakate)
80. Showroom Poster Singer, hard $75., soft $45.
Ex Was Exp ed 2.1 (incl ship) 270. 60 Years
Porsche 48. Grand Tourismo - Porsche Racing Hist
(‘70-’80) Vol. 1& 2, numbered) 450. Porsche S-90
Driver’s Man Supp (superb repro) 35. Portraits,
Alexander 60. Bros. Rodriguez 125. Daytona 24 hrs
80. STOCKED: Ex Was Exp ed 2.0 (incl ship)210.
Porsche Renns Reunion 125. 356 Driving in Purest
Form 45. Porsche Moments, Alexander 60. 550
Spyder Owner’s Man (repro) 60. Speedster Typ 540
130. Speedster Celeb of  Icon 120. Dlxe w/ DVD
200. Buying, Driving, Enjoying Porsche 911 25.
Porsche Spyders Type 550 1953-1956, Ludvigsen
20. Porsche Spyders 1956-1964, Ludvigsen 25.
Book of Porsche 356, Long 55. 550 Spyder Owner's
Man (repro) 60. Porsche Sports Racing Cars 53-72
72. Sports Racing Cars 73-05 72. P Sportsracing
Cars 53 – 72, Pritchard 57. White Racers 904, 906,
910, 909, 910 25. Complete 912 Guide, ed 2 25.
Porsche 356 Authenticity, rev iii 25. 356 Defined
28. 356A or 356B-T6 or 356B/C T5 Electrics (ring
bound) 80. Starter relay (6 or 12v) 40. Headlamp
relay (6 or 12v - B-T5 or B-T6/C) 90. Porsche 356
Carrera 30. 356 Tech/Rest Guide I 18.356
Tech/Rest Guide II 30. Buying, Driving, Enjoying
Porsche 356 20. Add $4.00 post/ ship. BLOCK’S
BOOKS  7295 Coldspring, West Bloomfield,MI
48322-4214. 248-672-2637, blocklab@aol.com

RADIO REPAIRS
Radio Repairs - Exclusively European auto radios.
1940s to early 1970s. Blaupunkt, Becker, Tele-
funken, etc. tube or transistor, covering all 356s.Wil-
ford Wilkes, P.O. Box 103, Brisbin PA 16620.
814-378-8526 or euroradio@verizon.net

SAM SIPKINS, MECHANIC – Air cooled Porsche
specialist. Mechanical, electrical, structural repairs.
Custom engine rebuilding. Extensive knowledge of
356. Get rid of your points with a Pertronix Ignitor
transistorized ignition system, fully contained in the
distributor. Sturdy, stable, 30-month warranty. All
cast-iron distributors: 6v - $120, 12v - $111. Alu-
minum 050, 009, late 031: 6v - $84, 12v - $76. Early
031: 6v - $120, 12v - $112. Sorry, no credit cards.
CA add 8.75% tax. Sam Sipkins, 510-632-8232.
SamSipkins.com

356A/B DRUM BRAKE SHOES. Set of four pro-
fessionally relined drum brake shoes using non-as-
bestos friction materials - $79.00 exchange (yup -
cores required).   And remember,  my price  in-
cludes  return-to-you USPS Flat-Rate shipping.
Need Oversize or Emergency Brake Shoes?  Got
em!     Need 356 Drum Brake Shoe Cores?    Got
them too!  Set of four, OEM (used) 356 brake shoe
cores -- $47.00.   Questions?  Just call or click.  And
of course, your satisfaction is always guaranteed
by UGI -- United German Imports. G.F. “Jeff” Bown,
575 Dooley Drive, PO Box 839, Basye, VA  22810 /
703.409.1244 / ugibrakes@aol.com 

356 SALES LITERATURE BOOK by Susann Miller
& Richard Merritt. All the known sales literature, ac-
cessory books, paint codes. From 1948-1965. Go
to the website to review, order: www.porsche-
books.org or send check/money order for $75, ship
incl to: Susann Miller, 340 12th Ave S, Naples, FL
34102

OPTIMA batteries: Corrosion free/true zero mainte-
nance battery for your Porsche. Totally sealed, no
gas or acid can escape. 800 CCA, retains charge in
storage. 72-month warranty. Extremely rugged!
$155-12v, $144-6v, includes UPS. Add $5 west of
Miss., "chipped" batt tenders 6 or 12, $45. Master
cutoff switch $10. 
Chatham Motorsports, 225 N. Maple, Vinton, VA
24179  Chathamms@aol.com. 540-981-0356

WOODEN STEERING WHEEL Restoration and
Repair. Complete & correct re-wooding, polishing,
machine turning (L.L.), and plating available. Many
exotic woods for custom orders. VDM, Nardi, Les
Leston, Derrington, Moto-Lita and others. Also B/C
type Carrera wheels. AUTOMOTIVE SCULPTURE
by Bruce Crawford. 805-528-6240. CA.

L.E.D. THIRD BRAKE LIGHTS & TURN SIGNAL
LIGHTS. Lights are 6V or 12V and cost $80 + s&h.
See our products on  thirdbrakelight.blogspot.com,
or contact us with questions at 831-636-3046. 
The Lereyn Company, selling added safety to over
450 356 owners since 1996.

ROCKER ARMS Replace your worn out 356/ 912
rocker arm sets! Exact replacement for original
pieces. CNC billet aluminum arms w/bronze bush-
ings for axle bore, roller tips, reinforced adjuster
screws, new lock nuts, new solid shaft axles. Com-
puter stress/load tested to 350#s nose pressure.
Also avail., CNC intake rocker shaft supports. In the
works: a solid tip version for the die-hard vintage
racers who have to have original rocker arm config-
uration to be legal. 
Leo Droughton Enterprises
sermazing@yahoo.com
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VINTAGE AUTO POSTERS.COM
The finest selection of guaranteed original auto
posters! 356, Spyder, some 911; other marques,
events, and commemoratives from 1900-1965.
Also, vintage signs, rallye plates, pins.  International
sales, purchases, trades; since 1980!  Proud mem-
ber of IVPDA. Full info at: www.VintageAuto-
Posters.com
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T a i l   L i g h t s
Paul Van Tol

In the movie Gran Torino, Clint Eastwoodplays a crusty Korean War vet, con-
fronting changes around him which he can nei-
ther fully comprehend or handle. A retired Ford
autoworker, he lives in a decaying Detroit neigh-
borhood which is rapidly changing. Walt be-
friends a young Hmong boy whose family has
moved in next door. In an attempt to keep the
kid out of the local gangs trying to recruit him,
Walt arranges a construction job and takes him
to a hardware store to outfit him with the tools
he will need. Walt also allows him the occasional
use of his prized possession, a 1972 Gran Torino
that he helped build years before.

All of the filming locations for Gran
Torino occurred within blocks of where I have
lived for 25 years. What does that have to do with
Porsches, you say? Well, the locales from the
movie are intimately associated with the scenes
of my most recent Porsche purchase.

the same hardware store that Walt Kowalski vis-
its in the movie. Rick, the owner of the store,
asked me what my metric part search was for
and I explained I was restoring an old Porsche.
“Hey, that’s interesting,” he said, “because there
used to be a guy from Detroit who would come
into the store and he had an old Porsche too.
But he died and his brother Mike got the car.”
When I inquired about Mike’s address and
phone number, Rick said that Mike would oc-
casionally come into the store for something, but
he hadn’t seen him in a very long time, and did-
n’t know his last name or phone number. I
quickly offered Rick a finder’s fee if he could put
me in touch with Mike, and left it at that. Over
the succeeding months, I would go into the
hardware store and occasionally ask Rick if he
had seen Mike. The answer was always, “Nope.”

In February of 2009 I called the store and
again asked Rick the same question. This time
the answer was, “Yes, he did come in, he does
want to sell the car and I have his number. Come
by and I will give you my note with his number
on it.” On my next visit to the store I found that
Rick was on vacation for two weeks. The fol-
lowing week Rick was back but I found him with
his brother-in-law, putting together a desk in
their newly redecorated office. “Got the Porsche
phone number for me, Rick?” I inquired. 

“Yeah, it’s around here someplace but I
need to put the office back together first.”  

A subsequent phone call revealed that Rick
had—you guessed it—LOST THE PHONE NUM-
BER OF THE GUY HE ONLY SEES ONCE A YEAR.
Thinking the Porsche gods were just not with
me, I forgot about it until the first of April when
I called Rick back and made my usual inquiry.
Rick admitted that he still hadn’t found the num-
ber but he would call me back if and when he
did. The next day my phone rang and it was
Rick. “You’re not going to believe this, but Mike
just called me out of the blue and wanted to

know if I had spoken with you. He wants to sell
the car and you can see it this Saturday.”

Having the vital and pertinent information
in hand, it was thus that I found myself in a very
sad and decaying Detroit neighborhood (see
Gran Torino for the visual description), meeting
Mike at an abandoned house garage. There was
no side door on the garage and the front was
sealed with plywood and what appeared to be a
long folding table. The inside revealed many in-
teresting items such as old tires, assorted trash
and broken commodes. 

It also revealed a sad looking 1963 356B
T6 90 Coupe with both the front and rear win-
dows knocked out and a hood which had ap-
parently served as a trampoline for the
neighborhood kids. The inside smelled like a
family of cats had adopted the car as their per-
sonal kitty box. The turd brown paint job went
well with the smell of the interior. An examina-
tion of the car showed it to be in remarkably
good shape from a metal/rust standpoint, given
the fact that it did have to endure the ubiquitous
salt baths of Michigan winters. The floor was
original and only had two small holes in the
front passenger area.  Mike told me the car was
running when it was last parked in 1987.  

After brief negotiations, Mike and I
reached a deal on the price and I made arrange-
ments to haul it away. The next Saturday I ar-
rived with my son and a car trailer as well as a
few Porsche wheels with inflated tires, as the two
rear ones had been flat. Mike had, in the in-
terim, inflated these tires. We grunted and
groaned to push a car that hadn’t been moved in
22 years when suddenly we heard a loud KA-
BLAAM! My son and I glanced around noncha-
lantly, looking for the cause of the noise. Mike,
being familiar with the neighborhood, had come
off the ground by at least a foot. A quick glance
at a newly blown rear tire revealed the cause.
Good thing I brought a spare after all.

While this wasn’t truly a barn find, it was
close to one and proof that there are still cars
out there, lost but not forgotten, waiting to be
discovered. The Detroit neighborhood where
this car rested was one which, fifteen years ago,
was rife with gang activity and gunshots. Detroit’s
battered economy and declining population have
left this particular neighborhood devoid of most
houses and people and it was a wonder to me
that the car survived without being further van-
dalized over that period of time.

In the closing scenes of Gran Torino, the
young boy who Walt “adopted” is driving Walt’s
prized car down Lakeshore Drive along beauti-
ful Lake St. Clair. That happens to also be my
route into work each day, and I hope to be driv-
ing the T6 in the place of my Detroit steel on
similar sunny days in the near future.

Gran Torino 356

I have long been a Porsche enthusiast,
having purchased my first car, a 1959 ratty
Coupe, when I was 20, more than 37 years ago.
Since then, I acquired a 1953 Cabriolet as well
as a pair of 1958 cars: a Cabriolet and a Coupe.
I still have all but the first car which I had to sell
to pay for college expenses, and I still enjoy
working on and restoring them. I am fortunate
enough to have a very understanding and patient
wife as well as a large heated workshop attached
to my home with important Porsche restoration
toys like a rotisserie, which greatly helps when
welding and finishing car bottoms. Now in the
finishing stages of work on the 1958 Cab, I  have
been looking for a new project for some time, all
of which takes this story back to August of 2008.

I was in the local hardware store which
makes up in customer service for what it lacks
in size, looking for a metric fastener. Yes, it was

Paul and his wife Cheryl with his ‘58 Cab and the T6.
Cheryl is highly allergic to cats, but Paul stripped the
inside to bare metal and doused with disinfectant.
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